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The best garage 
is a safe one

Security, convenience & reliability
When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 
Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 

In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it’s completely maintenance free!

Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk

01245 396910

JUST 
£699

inc vat & fitting



kentnews.co.uk     kent-life.co.uk  NTW  Week ending March 1, 2015  3

Contents
News
5  Ann Barnes 

in the clear
 CPS confirms no 

charges for PCC

6  Duchess 
Kate to visit

 Comes just weeks 
before giving birth

8  A berry good 
health crop 
County grows latest 
superfood 

11  Drug drive 
crackdown

 Roadside tests come 
into force this week

14 Get a home 
education?

 The pros and cons of 
ditching school

19 Countdown 
to May 2015

 Maidstone is focus of 
election build-up

22  Fears over 
Mars mission 
Experts predict doom 
for Mars One

The Arts
33  Hitting the 

right note
 Russell Watson talks 

to KoS ahead of tour

Business 
Monthly
42  Set for Nano 

revolution
 Kent hosts summit on 

tiny transformation 

Motors
45  Your guide to 

New Reg cars
 How to choose the 15 

car that’s right for you

Plus
Seven days ...............Page 5

Letters ..................... Page 40

Images of Kent ...... Page 41

Sport ........................ Page 63

HOW TO CONTACT US…
Publisher: Simon Irwin 
Email simon.irwin@archant.co.uk
Editor: Chris Britcher 
Email chris.britcher@archant.co.uk
Address: Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP
Editorial: News: 01233 653475 
Sport/Leisure: 01233 653479 
Email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
Advertising: 
Jobs/Notices: 0845 671 4460
Business: 01233 653461 
Email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk
Retail/Leisure/Motors: 01233 653461
Email sales@kosmedia.co.uk
Distribution: 01233 653470

FOLLOW US ONLINE @
• kentnews.co.uk 
• kentnews.co.uk/mobile 
• jobsforkent.co.uk 
• homes24.co.uk     
• drive24.co.uk 
• twitter@kosmedia

Published in Kent and printed by Archant Print, 
division of Archant Community Media Limited 
(Co Reg No 19300). Registered Office: Prospect 
House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 1RE

PAGE
6 »

PAGE
24 »

PAGE
8 »

PAGE
26 »

PAGE
45 »

PAGE
30 »

PAGE
19 »

� Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code  
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co.
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk

IN THE run-up to the very first Kent 
police and crime commissioner 
elections, we sent reporters onto the 
streets around the county to find out 
if anyone recognised the candidates.

To the surprise of precisely no-one, 
there were lots of blank looks.

Little wonder, then, that when the 
polls opened, barely anyone actually 
trudged along to place their vote in 
the box.

So Ann Barnes faced a major 
challenge after her win. To make the 
role actually work she had to develop 
a profile and fast. And the best 
way to do that is, of course, by 
making headlines.

Unfortunately for her - and 
to the delight of her critics - 
she achieved that in a style 
more akin to a Marx 
Brothers movie than a 
carefully executed public 
relations campaign.

From youth 
commissioners to 
misjudged TV 
documentaries, 

she seemed to stumble from one PR 
fiasco to the next.  Particularly ironic 
as she appears to have spent such a 
lot of public cash on PR consultants.

All of which means now she faces 
surely a near impossible job should 
she seek re-election. 

More significantly, it has meant all 
the positive work she has done has 
been clouded by the negative.

Yet there is a strong argument that 
she sought the required profile 
needed to make the PCC role work; 
just that a blend of naivity and 

perhaps pig-headedness has 
meant she has paid a high 

price. As a consequence, it is 
hard to see how either she - or 
the PCC role for that matter 
- can continue.

On our news pages we take 
a look at the latest installments 

in the great Ann Barnes saga.
Why not let us know 

your views by writing 
to our letters page? 

We’d love to hear 
from  you.

How PCC’s publicity 
push will cost her office

Editor Chris Britcher

Sister title of www.kentnews.co.uk
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London and South of England Media Awards
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ALLBITS
HUGE Discounts at West Kent’s 
Largest Bathroom Showroom over 3 Floors

01634 712 81601634 712 816

ALLBITS PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLIES 
108 -110 Cuxton Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 2JA                         www.allbits.co.uk 

Call us NOW on 01634 712816 for more 
SPECIAL OFFERS or visit our showroom.

All Prices Include VAT Free ParkingFree Local Delivery Trade Counter

“ALL THE BITS FOR YOUR BATHROOM, ALLBITS!”R
p

F R ]R
As 

advertised 
on 

Opening Times
Mon - Fri   8.00 - 6.00pm
Saturday  8.00 - 5.00pm
Sunday    Closed

Ravenheat 
Combi Boiler

Heating Controls

Height 770mm

Width 450mm

Depth 310mm

Band A Rating

Model CSI 85 AAA

£499.99

£149.95

£153.69

Indirect foam lagged cylinders

36”x18” (900mm x 450mm)

42”x16”

Telford 
Copper Cylinder

Showers

Bathroom 
Products

Complete with 
horizontal flue 

and clock

Tower 3  
port valve

Tower 2  
port valve

Tower 3 port 
power head

Tower 2 port  
power head

£37.88

£33.99

£33.44
Interchangeable with Honeywell 

£32.99

QEG-2 Twin Channel 

Programmer

£32.99

Whole House Pack Includes: 

Magnetic Filter, Grasslin Inhibitor, 

Grasslin Cleanser, Inline Filter.

£79.99

THERMOSTATIC

£49.99
MX Shower and MX Valve & Kit

£26.99

Tower TMV Approved 

Blending Valve

ELECTRIC

£64.44
MX Electric 8.5kw  

Shower (with 8 way  

quick installation)

£59.99

MX Bath / Shower 

mixer tap

Square Shower Bath  
Vanity Suite

£636

P Shape Bath Basin WC Suite 

£409

White Gloss 

Combination  

Vanity Unit & 

1 Door Unit 

with Tap 

£161
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Youth commissioner role 
set to finally be scrapped
IT IS looking increasingly likely 
Kent police and crime commis-
sioner Ann Barnes is to scrap the 
role of youth crime commissioner 
when current candidate Kerry Boyd 
steps down next week.

The role – designed to connect 
with the youth of the county – has 
been mired in controversy ever 
since the appointment of the first 
candidate, Paris Brown.

The Sheppey teenager was 
discovered to have made racist and 
homophobic tweets on her Twitter 
site. When exposed by a national 
newspaper, she was forced to stand 
down, and Mrs Barnes hit with a 
barrage of criticism.

Determined to deliver on her 
pre-election promise, her second 
appointment, Margate’s Ms Boyd, 
20, was seen as a safe pair of hands. 
But within weeks of her appoint-
ment last year, stories emerged 
about her relationship with a 
married Tory councillor.

Her one-year, £15,000 term, 
concludes in the coming days.

A spokesman for former teacher 
Mrs Barnes said: “At the moment no 
replacement has been lined up.

“Once Kerry has left the commis-

sioner will decide what to do.”
In the same week it was confirmed 

Mrs Barnes would not face any 
charges for a car crash she was 
involved in (see story below), she spoke 
in defence of Ms Boyd’s time in the role.

She said: “As well as hugely 
reducing the average age of my 
office, Kerry has worked really hard 
during her year with us seeking out 
the views of young people about our 
police in Kent.

“As Kerry heads off to return to 
her university course I am consider-
ing the best way of continuing our 
link with young people and making 
sure their views are heard – after all 
approximately 30 per cent of our 
Kent population is under 25.

“Initially I shall be getting 
together a group of representatives 
of those who either speak on behalf 
of or work with young people. I 
have an idea about the best way 
forward but I want to sound it out 
with young people themselves and 
those who have direct experience of 
working with them.

“I am absolutely convinced we 
need to continue to listen and hear 
and not just talk at and tell. Above 
all we need to encourage those 
groups of young people who are 
perhaps more reticent to do so, to 
come forward – they are our 
future.”

sarah.linney@archant.co.uk

By Sarah Linney

OVER: Ann Barnes and Kerry Boyd - now the role may remain unfilled

...and Ann Barnes told 
she will face no charge 
following car smash
ANN Barnes has been cleared of any 
wrong-doing following a car crash 
she was involved in last year.

An investigation had been 
requested by the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
following the smash on September 16.

Amid concerns over an insurance 
issue, the case was passed to the 
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS).

In the crash in Dartford, Kent’s 
police and crime commissioner hit 
another car and then a tree. Writing 
off her car.

The IPCC said: “It was our opinion 
that the PCC may have committed 
the offence of driving without 
insurance when she was involved in 
a road traffic collision on September 
16, and on a number of occasions in 
the six months before.”

But the Crown Prosecution Service 
said the case was “technical” and 
hinged on whether the journey was 
being made for business or leisure.

The CPS’s decision not to push 
ahead with any case would suggest it 

could not confirm any suggestion 
she did not have business insurance 
and was driving as part of her duties.

A spokesman said: “We would 
consider that far from clear. We were 
not provided with sufficient evidence 
that Ann Barnes drove the relevant 
vehicle on any other relevant 
occasion, which would be funda-
mental to considering the matter in 
terms of alleged criminality.

“We consider that it would not be 
in the public interest to prosecute.”

An allegation that Mrs Barnes had 
obstructed a police officer was not 
passed to the CPS by the IPCC, which 
said there was “insufficient evidence”.

Mrs Barnes said: “I have always 
maintained that so far as I was 
concerned, when my car was struck, 
I was appropriately insured.

“The insurance company has paid 
on the claim. I shall be making no 
further comment at this time, save to 
say that my office has achieved a lot, 
but much remains to be done.” 

Mrs Barnes was unhurt in the smash.

Street lights county council 
cabinet member resigns
ONE of Kent County Council’s most 
senior cabinet members quit his 
post this week.

David Brazier was cabinet 
member for highways and 
transport at the authority and had 
been the man behind such 
controversial programmes as the 
decision to switch off street lights in 
certain areas in order to save 
money, and the introduction of the 

Westgate Towers traffic scheme in 
Canterbury.

Cllr Brazier, who represents 
Sevenoaks North East for the 
Conservatives, looks set to be 
replaced by his deptuty, Malling 
East Councillor Matthew Balfour.

A spokesman for Kent County 
Council confirmed Cllr Brazier had 
stepped down but refused to 
comment further on the issue.

Probe goes on into woman’s 
hair set alight in McDonald’s 
POLICE are continuing to hunt for 
three men after a woman’s hair was 
set alight in a fast-food restaurant in 
the centre of Canterbury.

The assault took place at the 
McDonald’s in St George’s Street at 
around 2am on Friday, February 20.

The victim said she was 
queueing for food when three men 
came in.

One of them is believed to have 

set fire to her hair.
Det Sgt Barry Carr said: 

“Fortunately the fire was put out 
quickly and the victim was not 
seriously hurt, but things could 
clearly have turned out much worse.

“This was a nasty and extremely 
dangerous thing to do, and I urge 
anyone who recognises the men in 
the CCTV images to contact me as 
soon as possible.”
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Row rumbles on over railway crossing future
MP JULIAN Brazier has heaped pressure on rail chiefs 
to do something to make a controversial rail crossing in 
Whitstable safer following the tragic death earlier this 
month of a 14-year-old schoolgirl.

Sacha Wheeler, a student as Simon Langton Girls’ 
Grammar in Canterbury, died after being hit by a train 
on the Glebe Way crossing. Now the Canterbury and 

Whitstable Conservative MP has written to the chief 
executive of Network Rail asking him to “make it clear” 
how it intends to prevent “further tragedies”.

However, local resident Peter Cronin-Hill insists it 
should remain open.

He said: “It is used daily by people in the hundreds 
as a regular route. I implore the crossing remain open.”

A REPORT into the extent of Jimmy Savile’s sex 
offending appears to have ruled out earlier fears 
he had abused patients at St Martin’s Hospital in 
Canterbury.

It follows claims by an alleged victim that he 
had been sexually assaulted by the disgraced late 
celebrity in 1969.

Known just as ‘Mr S’ he identified two staff 
members, and reported that one had taken him to 
the police station after the incident and the other 
was also assaulted by Savile, although this was 
not witnessed by Mr S.

An investigation by the Kent and Medway NHS 
and Social Care Partnership Trust was unable to 
contact the staff involved. It added it was “not 
aware of any allegations of assault made by either 
witness”.

Its report read: “The KMPT investigation has 
found no evidence to connect Mr S with St 
Martin’s Hospital in 1969 or to connect Savile with 
St Martin’s Hospital.”

Probe rules out fears 
of Jimmy Savile link

GRAVESTONES at a cemetery have been left 
damaged by parents parking to pick up their children 
- in one case breaking a memorial and leaving type 
marks over one of the graves.

Now council and school chiefs in Ashford are 
urging parents to think before they park.

It has received complaints about cars blocking the 
entrance to Willesborough Cemetery and certain 
individuals being rude towards people visiting 
graves and damage within the grounds.

The parents are picking up children from nearby 
Willesborough Infant and Junior schools.

The cemetery’s low lying fence and grass area has 
been damaged by vehicles parking on the site. There 
have also been reports of a fragmented headstone.

Temporary signage has been installed at the 
entrance to prevent further damage to the cemetery.

School head Jennie King said: “We understand it 
may not be as convenient, but we ask parents to find 
an alternative place to park when picking up their 
children.”

Thoughtless parents 
park on gravestones

MORE than 130,000 fines have been issued to motorists 
failing to pay for the Dartford Crossing - with some 90 per 
cent of all journeys during December being paid for.

The figures were released this week in what was 
the first full month of the crossing having switched to 
the new free-flow system. Instead of paying at the toll 
booths, motorists must now pay within 24-hours of 
using the crossing by phone, online or by post. Or at 
one of a number of Payzone terminals in stores.

A total of 130,306 penalty charge notices were sent 
to drivers - with 73,898 payments being received. 
Some 18,000 tickets were issued to foreign drivers.

Highways Agency project director Nigel Gray said: 
“The vast majority of drivers are paying Dart Charge 
and each day this continues to rise. In particular, it’s 
great that well over half a million drivers have 
registered for a Dart Charge account and are 
benefitting from discounted crossings.”

For full details on how to pay, or to set up an 
account, see www.gov.uk/dart-charge or call 0300 
300 0120.

130,000 fines in first 
month of free flow

Pregnant Kate 
confirms trip 
to the seaside
IN WHAT is likely to be one of her final 
public appearances prior to giving birth 
to her second child, the Duchess of 
Cambridge will be paying a special visit 
to Margate in ten days’ time.

She is expecting to give birth in April 
to a brother of sister of future heir to the 
throne George.

Prior to finishing her public appear-
ances, she will head to the seaside resort 
on March 11.

There she will first visit the Turner 
Contemporary, visiting the Self: Image 
and Identity exhibition.

She will tour the gallery and meet 
artists whose works are in the exhibition.

The duchess will then meet school 
children involved in an art project at the 
gallery’s Clore Learning Studio. 

Following that, she will visit Resort 
Studios in Canterbury and view the 
work of a host of local artists.

A keen art fan, Kate has a degree in 
the history of art, obtained during his 
time at St Andrew’s University.

The duchess’ last visit to Kent was 
back in 2012. Then she visited a special 
project in Wrotham which saw inner 
city children come and enjoy the 
countryside on a camping visit at the 
Margaret McMillan House centre in 
Gravesend Road.

ROYAL: Duchess set for Kent visit

tries, you should expect to face the 
consequences there too.

“In Kent, we have had issues with 
foreign lorry drivers speeding and 

breaking other road laws.
“The idea that these drivers can 

take responsibility for their actions 
will be very welcome news for 
many.” 

He was unsure of why Ukip may 
have voted against the  bill, saying 
that ‘they do many strange things.’

The department for transport 
said: “It’s not right that foreign driv-
ers have gone unpunished for speed-
ing offences in the UK, and we are 
pleased this is set to change.  

“But it mustn’t be easier for British 
drivers to be prosecuted abroad than 
for foreign drivers to be prosecuted in 
the UK. 

“We have made this clear from the 
outset of the negotiations.”

The move was also welcomed by 
road safety campaigners.

Ed Morrow, campaigns officer at 
Brake, said: “For a driver who puts 
lives at risk to escape prosecution be-
cause their vehicle is registered in an-
other country is both insulting and 
incomprehensible for victims. 

“Illegal driving crosses borders, so 
enforcement must cross borders too.”

Ukip opposes fresh push 
to chase foreign drivers 
who speed on our roads

UKIP MEPs have come under fire af-
ter they voted against new rules that 
would make it easier to punish for-
eign drivers for speeding.

Currently, foreign drivers caught 
speeding on camera cannot be fined 
because police do not have the power 
to trace people abroad.

Under new measures backed by 
the European Parliament, which 
will come into force in 2017, traffic 
chiefs would have the power to track 
down these motorists and fine them.

But Ukip voted against the bill, 
with Nigel Farage telling KoS:  “It’s 
very simple.  

“We never vote to increase the 
body of power of EU law. There are 
no other reasons.”

Conservative MP for Ashford 
Damien Green welcomed the new 
rules, saying:  “Anyone who breaks 
the law should expect to face conse-
quences. 

“If you break laws in other coun-

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk

By Maria Chiorando
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What will make next week’s headlines…

ASSISTANT chief constable of Kent Police, 
Rob Price, will join crime commissioner 
Ann Barnes in a live web chat at 6pm on 
Tuesday.

To take part in the one-hour Q&A, visit 
www.kent.police.uk/onlinemeeting.

Online police Q&A hour
KEEP up-to-date with all the latest news 
throughout the week by logging on to our 
website – www.kentnews.co.uk.

The site is updated seven days a week 
with news, sport and leisure. You can also 
read back issues of KoS online... all for free.

Visit kentnews.co.uk
TRAVELLERS are warned of engineering 
work this weekend will may impact on 
their journey.

Work takes place at Deptford, Blackheath 
and Dartford between 6.40am on Sunday 
and 2am on Monday. 

Rail work disruptions
FANS of Britpop band Blur will be snap-
ping up tickets this week to the group’s 
latest reunion show at London’s Hyde Park.

The band feature guitarist Graham 
Coxon, who lives near Canterbury. Tickets 
for the June 20 show went on sale on Friday.

Grab your Blur tickets

County Hall chiefs meet 
to discuss health issues
COUNCIL chiefs will discuss the 
latest Care Quality Commission 
reports into the health trust 
which oversees two of the 
county’s major hospitals this 
coming Friday.

Kent County Council’s health 
overview and scrutiny commit-
tee will meet at its County Hall 
headquarters in Maidstone to 

discuss the findings of the 
health regulator’s recent report 
on standards of Maidstone 
Hospital and the Tunbridge 
Wells Hospital at Pembury.

The trust which runs them, 
the Maidstone and Tunbridge 
Wells NHS Trust, was told both 
‘required improvement’ when 
the report was published.

Have your say on big 
change to boundaries
THERE is just one day left to have 
your say on plans to redraw 
electorial division boundaries.

Being conducted by the inde-
pendent Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England, 
it aims to reduce the number of 
county councillors to 81 - three 
fewer than there is now. Each 

councillor should also represent a 
similar number of people.

Local people are being urged to 
have their input on the new 
division arrangements before it 
draws up its recommendations.

Max Caller, chair of the commis-
sion, said: “We will listen to every 
submission and then open another 

phase of consultation on those 
proposals next May. Don’t miss this 
chance to have your say.” 

Closing date is Monday. See 
www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk.

…also

agenda
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County first home to 
the latest ‘superfood’

A 
‘SUPERFOOD’ described 
as the ‘healthiest berry 
in the world’ is now be-
ing grown in England - 
with the country’s first 

plantation on a farm in a village near 
Sevenoaks.

Bringing aronia berries to our 
shores was the brainwave of farmer 
Andrew Tickle, who presses the fruit 
into a juice he calls Tickleberries, 
which he describes as ‘a well-being 
product’. With high levels of antioxi-
dants and vitamins, the fruit has 
been used for medicinal purposes in 
some parts of the world for many 
years (see box).

Despite the lack of track record the 
crop has growing in our climes, Mr 
Tickle was undaunted by the task of 
cultivating a successful harvest at his 
farm in Ash.

“I was specifically looking to grow 
a crop which fitted into a specialist 
niche market and that could flourish 
in poor soils, which we have here at 

the top of the North Downs in Kent,” 
he said.

“The soils on the farm are very 
heavy with lots of flint over chalk and 
so a hardy, woody plant with good 
roots was required, and we didn’t 
want to grow an orchard, so the fact 
the berries grow on a bush was also a 
plus.”

The berries, which are very popu-
lar in eastern Europe and the United 
States, as well as being used as medi-
cine by Native Americans, have been 
grown in small batches in Scotland 
and Wales.

Mandy Smith, a spokesman for Mr 
Tickle who has helped market his 
growing empire, said the crop has 
grown well so far, with the first plan-
tation established in 2011 and the 
first crop produced in 2013.

“Touch wood it will be good again. 
He had a good harvest last year,” she 
said. “It seems to be a fairly robust 
crop. Because he’s the only person 
growing them in England, there’s 
been lots of interest in how the bush is 
growing, and how the plants are af-
fected by bugs and the climate here.   

“He did a lot of research first, and is 

RIPE: If the crop is a hit it 
could spark success.

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 
By Maria Chiorando extremely passionate, but you never 

know how things in nature are going 
to work out until you do them.”

Aronia berries are considered to be 
extremely versatile, and work in 
jams, jellies, desserts, yoghurts and 
smoothies. 

They can be readily frozen, dried, 
powdered, chocolate covered or can-
died, and the various commercial 
uses include medicinal remedies, 
health and well-being nutritional 
supplements, natural cosmetics and 
diabetic energy foods. 

Mr Tickle currently sells juice.  
“The berries have a very distinctive 
flavour,” he says.

Ms Smith adds: “You wouldn’t eat 
them raw – they have quite a sharp 
taste. They are already found in a 
number of products like pomegran-
ate juice. They are also used a lot for 
food dye, as they are a dark colour.

“The juice itself is concentrated – 
you wouldn’t gulp it down like or-
ange juice, rather sip. It goes really 
well mixed with things like tonic, or 
other juices.

“We’re obviously surrounded by 
lots of food producers in the county, 

Apparently packed full of antioxidants, is the aronia berry 
craze about to sweep the UK courtesy of a Sevenoaks farm?

so we’re looking at ways to incorpo-
rate the berries into other foods.  We 
think they’d be good with cheeses, 
and in ice cream, for example.

“Andrew has also thought about 
making a jelly with the berries too, so 
that could be something that hap-
pens with them.”

He uncovered the history of the ber-
ry’s uses while undertaking market 
research, during which he was also 
stunned to discover that over 90 per 
cent of the general public were also 

unaware of the existence of the fruit. 
This despite the crop being widely 

grown in Eastern Europe and in 
America with a massive range of 
products already available on the 
market.

“The biggest problem at the moment 
is that people have never heard of the 
berries,”  he said.  “Right now the chal-
lenge is to educate people and let them 
know the product is out there.”

The company is a member of Pro-
duced in Kent, an organisation that 
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CONFIDENT: Andrew Tickle is hoping for another big harvest. Pictures: Thomas Richards Photography & Getty

supports and promotes artisan pro-
ducers of food, drink and lifestyle 
products in the county.

Jill Sargent, who looks after mem-
ber services for Produced in Kent, is 
enthused about the originality of the 
product.  “We have a reputation for 
growing a lot of traditional produce 
like apples in the county,” she said.  
“So it’s excellent that amongst the 
tradition, we also have innovation.

“When we first spoke to Mr Tickle 
about his plantation, it was a huge 

learning curve for us too – we are 
really excited to see someone tak-
ing on a product that’s so well-
known in other parts of the world 
but isn’t known here.

“Like good agriculturists do, he’s 
spent a lot of time looking into 
growing the right produce in the 
conditions he has.  It’s quite an over-
used term, the whole idea of a ‘su-
perfood’ – but this is one, so to see 
the interest from other producers 
and chefs is fantastic.”

BATTLE OF THE BERRIES...BUT WHY IS IT GOOD FOR YOU?

THE title of ‘superfood’ is one 
beloved of marketing depart-
ments and health shops. And after 
acai and goji berries the aronia 
berry is now stepping into the 
spotlight.

At around 10mm in diameter. 
They are known as black choke-
berries in America.

The berry plants originate in 
America and were introduced into 
Europe in the 1950s.   

The fruit is extremely high in 
antioxidants, which are said to 
have huge health benefits. 
Andrew Tickle explains it thus: 
“When the environment reacts 
with a plate of mild steel it will start 
to rust. Air reacts with steel and 
forms rust, the rust is damaging 

over time and the steel has become 
oxidised. If left in the open the steel 
will continue to rust until it is 
destroyed. This is oxidisation.

“Antioxidants have the potential of 
halting or slowing the rate of 
oxidation. In this example, a coat of 

red-lead-oxide paint applied to 
the steel would slow the rate of 
oxidisation; hence, when the steel 
is exposed to the environment it 
oxidises; the rust is the free 
radical and the paint is the 
anti-oxidant.”
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WHAT WILL TEST CHECK FOR?

THE new drug driving legislation 
comes into force from Monday, 
March 2, in England and Wales.

Transport secretary Robert 
Goodwill says:  “Over the past 50 
years, road deaths due to drink 
driving have been slashed by 
more than 80 per cent.

“But one of the big challenges 
for the next few years will be to 
clamp down on drug-driving in 
the same way.”

The illegal drugs covered by 
the legislation are cocaine, 
cannabis, LSD, MDMA, ketamine, 
amphetamine, benzoylecgonine 
(a metabolite of cocaine that will 

appear in the blood after ingest-
ing the drug) and heroin. 

The prescription drugs 
covered are clonazepam, 
diazepam, flunitrazepam, 
lorazepam, oxazepam, 
temazepam, methadone and 
morphine.

According to the Department of 
Transport, the limits that have 
been set for these drugs exceed 
normal prescribed doses, 
meaning that the vast majority of 
people can drive as they normal-
ly would, so long as they are 
taking their medicine in accord-
ance with the advice of a health-

care professional and/or as 
printed in the accompanying 
leaflet and their driving is not 
impaired.

Mr Goodwin said: “We’ve set 
the levels as low as we reason-
ably can. Low enough that one 
smoke of cannabis is likely to put 
an offender over the limit.

“But just high enough so 
suspects can’t claim – for 
example – that drugs were 
inhaled accidentally.

“And if drivers start turning to 
other drugs, we can put them in 
the regulations and set limits for 
those, too.”

Roadside 
testing for 
drug drivers     
to make our 
streets safer
A fresh bid to crack down on those 
who drive under the influence of drugs 
will roll out this week as new laws 
come into force similiar to those used 
for drunk drivers. Maria Chiorando 
reports on what it will mean and how 
medicinal drug-use will be treated

D
RUG driving legislation 
coming into force next 
week has sparked fears 
that people taking pre-
scription or over the 

counter medications could be found 
to be driving under the influence.

But the new law (see box), which 
has been described as the ‘biggest 
shake-up of drug driving laws for 85 
years’, should make it easier for the 
police to tackle those whose take to 
our roads and pose a risk to them-
selves and others.

It is estimated, nationwide, some 
200 people are killed on our streets 
as a result of driving after taking 
drugs.

Coming into force on Monday, 
March 2, it will mean officers pulling 
motorists over can not only breatha-
lyse them to check for alcohol, but 
also a host of recreational drugs.

That will include cocaine, canna-
bis, LSD, MDMA, ketamine, amphet-
amine, benzoylecgonine (a metabo-
lite of cocaine that will appear in the 
blood after ingesting the drug) and 
heroin.

The results will be returned as 
swiftly as for conventional drink 
testing.

Gareth Johnson is Conservative 
MP for Dartford. He told KoS he was 
delighted to see the steps introduced.

He said: “Drug drivers are utterly 
selfish and have so often destroyed 
lives.  This is why we have to use any 
means we can to tackle the issue.

“In the past, it has always been 
difficult for police to ascertain when 
someone’s been driving under the 
influence – these new laws will 
help.”

The penalties will be in line with 
those for drink driving which means 
if you are convicted you will receive 
a minimum 12-month driving ban, 

a criminal record and a fine of up 
£5,000 or six months in prison, or 
both.

According to the Department for 
Transport, the rules are designed to 
catch people ‘who risk other people’s 
lives by getting behind the wheel af-
ter taking drugs’, and not those tak-
ing legitimate medicines that don’t 
impair their ability to drive.

“For drink driving, you have pow-
ers to charge a suspect as soon as 
excessive alcohol is detected in the 
bloodstream,” says transport secre-
tary Robert Goodwill.

“But to charge a drug driving sus-
pect you have to prove the driver is 
impaired, and that the impairment 
is caused by drugs. That’s a matter of 
professional medical judgement, fol-
lowed by a blood test. The process is 
open to challenge, and it is slow and 
expensive.

“The result is that a drug driver is 
almost 50 times less likely to be con-
victed than a drink driver.

“So we’ve brought in new legisla-
tion. 

“It will no longer be a matter of 
judgement, but a testable fact.”

Prescribed drugs that come under 
the new ruling include some anxiety 
medication and opiates used for pain 
control, some of which can be found 
in low amounts in over the counter 
medicines.

But driving chiefs are keen to 
point out that patients will be able to 
drive without fear of being prosecut-
ed, as the majority of those taking 
medicines in accordance with the 
advice of a healthcare professional 
are unlikely to be above the specified 
limit and therefore will not be af-
fected. 

These motorists are advised to 
carry evidence of their prescription 
when they drive. Pharmacists, as 

well as doctors, can play an impor-
tant role by telling their patients 
about the medicines they are taking.

MP Gareth Johnson says: “I don’t 
believe we will have any significant 
problems with those taking  
prescribed medicine.  When drink 
driving legislation was brought out, 

there were a few issues that were 
bedded out in the courts – the mes-
sage is people who do it will not be 
able to get away with it.” 

Professor David Taylor, a Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society spokesper-
son and member of the Department 
for Transport advisory panel on 
drug driving, adds: “Don’t stop tak-
ing your medicines, prescribed or 
otherwise, if you are worried about 
this new law.  

“Instead, talk to your doctor or 
pharmacist for information about 
how your medicines might affect 
your ability to drive.  

“They’ll be happy to give you the 
advice you need to stay safe.”

Paul Watters, head of roads policy 
at the AA, believes the legislation 
could have a positive impact.

“We think around 200 deaths a 
year are caused by drug driving,” he 
says. “It’s hard to put a number on it 
though.  

“Surveys we’ve done of our own 
members show that 53 per cent of 
those over 55 think drug driving is 
worse than drink driving, though 
this falls to 40 per cent in the 14-18 
age group.

“The new legislation is a major 
step forward, and is something we 
have been calling for, and something 
we have wanted.

“Drugs, including prescription 
drugs can become part of a lifestyle 
– unlike drinking, when you’re often 
aware that someone is doing it  
because they are in a social setting, 
people can be taking drugs without 
it being as obvious.

“Anything we can do to protect 
people who are dangers to  
themselves or others is a good step 
forwards.”

A spokesman for Kent Police said 
the force will not be commenting 
on the new laws until they are in 
place.  

CAUGHT: Drug use 
by drivers  can now be 
tested at the roadside

Drug drivers are 
utterly selfish and have 
so often destroyed 
lives. This is why we 
have to use any means 
we can to tackle the 
issue. This will help

“

Gareth Johnson,
Conservative MP for Dartford

“
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Opinion still split as big changes 
to benefits system is rolled out
Universal credit sweeps in to a host of authorities in the coming weeks. Sarah Linney finds out more

I
T HAS been slammed as a fail-
ure, criticised for being “stag-
geringly” behind schedule and 
even blamed for encouraging 
domestic abuse.

Like just about every attempt to over-
haul the benefits system, universal 
credit has been dogged by controversy.  

Universal credit is a new method of 
paying benefits. It replaces the six 
main benefits and tax credits availa-
ble at the moment to people who are 
unemployed, and is being rolled out 
across the country. This month, it 
comes to Maidstone and Swale – with 
Ashford to follow suit in April. It will 
be across the nation by 2017.

So how will universal credit differ 
from what we have now – and what 
effects will it have?

The plan is for it to replace income-
based jobseeker’s allowance, income-
related employment and support al-
lowance, income support, working 
tax credit, child tax credit and hous-
ing benefit.

People will receive a single month-
ly payment, paid directly into their 
bank account, so that financially, be-
ing on benefits is more like being in 
work, when most people are paid 
monthly. 

It is also simpler than the old sys-
tem, and hopefully easier for the 
claimant. For a start, whereas before, 
you were either entitled to or not enti-
tled to a certain benefit, now the 
amount you are entitled to will go up 
and down each month depending on 
how much you are earning. And you 
will be able to work as many hours a 
week as you like.

The system will be linked to HM 
Revenues & Customs (HMRC), so your 
benefits can be adjusted for you ac-
cording to your earnings. One poten-
tial drawback, though, is that applica-
tions usually have to be made online.

The government also claims that 

Jobcentre advisors will make more ef-
fort to help people back into work, 
rather than just checking the legiti-
macy of their claim, and jobseekers 
are expected to make a concerted ef-
fort to look for work.

Graham Galpin, Ashford Borough 
Council’s Conservative-run cabinet 
member for finance, resources and 
procurement, says he believes the 
system has a lot of benefits.

“At the moment,” he explains, “if 
you have a few days’ work you have to 
sign off, then sign on again and wait 
for the whole system to crank up. 
Now you won’t have to do that – the 
Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) will know you’ve earned a bit 
of money.

“The level of your claim can reduce 
as your earnings increase. You won’t 
lose your benefits and have to start all 
over again if you have a part-time job 
- your benefits will just come down.

“It’s giving people back a degree of 
control.”

Support organisations will also be 
at the Jobcentre to assist.

“We want to deal with the barriers 
that are stopping people getting to 
work, from mental health to accom-
modation problems,” Cllr Galpin said.

“We are trying to focus on the 
whole person.

“We don’t believe people are 
scroungers looking for an easy life. 
There is no single issue stopping peo-
ple from working. Often people who 
are long-term unemployed have lost a 
lot of confidence.

“It isn’t a covert way to cut benefits, 
it’s an overt way of helping people 
into work.”

But the changes have been heavily 
criticised, partly for the speed of their 
implementation – and partly because 
of the extra responsibility it is heap-
ing on the shoulders of those out of 
work to now manage a monthly 

budget. Something many have not 
had to do for years.

Previously, for example, housing 
benefit would be paid directly to the 
landlord - ensuring the roof over your 
head was covered. Now, the new 
scheme will see the money paid to the 
household and they will be expected 
to ensure the money is spent on the 
key bills. 

Only if it appears your home is un-
der threat would steps, in exceptional 
circumstances, be taken to channel 
money directly to your landlord. But 
the risk of accidentally mismanaging 
funds is clearly there. 

The Town and Country housing as-
sociation, which provides 9,000 af-
fordable homes across Kent, Sussex, 
Surrey and south London, has been 
encouraging tenants on housing 
benefit to pay a small sum each 
month to ensure they have saved a 
month’s rent in advance to ensure 
their homes are never at risk.

The Citizens’ Advice Bureau, the 
Children’s Society and Disability 
Rights UK all published research sug-
gesting that the changes would leave 
vulnerable people worse off – includ-
ing, according to Disability Rights 
UK, up to 230,000 severely disabled 
people who do not have another adult 
to help look after them, who could 
lose up to £58 a week.

It was even suggested by domestic 
violence charity Refuge that propos-
als to pay benefits to one member of a 
couple could make it easier for con-
trolling partners to deny their victims 
access to money.

And Gordon Cowan, Labour leader 
on Kent County Council, said he 
thought the changes would lead to 
people being worse off.

“People need different benefits depend-
ing on their circumstances,” he said.

“And if the jobs are not there then 
they need their benefits. The vast ma-
jority of people want to work, but there 
isn’t the work out there for them and 
it’s not fair to cut benefits just because 
there aren’t jobs for people to take up.

“They say the economy is turning 
around, but go out to the public and 
ask them whether they are better off 
now, whether there are any jobs.”

He said the solution to making 
work pay was not to cut people’s ben-
efits, but to pay people a wage they 
could live on.

“We are all trying to get everybody 
off benefits and back into employment, 
and we know there are problems with 
the system and people have been bet-
ter off at home - but you must give 
them a living wage,” Cllr Cowan said.

“If you do that, they will go out and 
work. And that’s how the welfare bill 
gets cut without getting everyone in a 
corner and saying if you don’t go out 
and get a job we will cut your benefit.

“Otherwise, if we don’t look after 
people while they are on benefits, all 

you do is move the burden onto other 
areas, and the cost of dealing with 
them will be more. If people are not 
eating or not living healthily, they 
will have problems with their health 
and the cost is pushed onto the NHS.”

Hannah Patton, the Green Party’s 
prospective parliamentary candidate 
for Maidstone and the Weald, shared 
Cllr Cowan’s concerns.

“Some people will be better off, but 
there are concerns that a lot of the 
most vulnerable people will get less 
money, and that lots of people will get 
in more financial trouble,” she said.

“The most vulnerable people are 
the big concern for me, because they 
don’t necessarily have the ability to 
get their voices heard.

“I’m also concerned that everyone 
has to do everything on the compu-
ter. If you are not computer literate, 
that’s going to be really isolating.”

She said society needed to view 
people who were receiving benefits 
differently.

“In recent times a lot of people have 
been made redundant. And the point of 
benefits is to support them and get them 
back on their feet,” Ms Patton said.

“We have a really skewed culture 
in this country, where people think 
people are scroungers. It’s a basic 
need that people need financial sup-
port when they are in a bad place. 
You don’t choose to make yourself re-
dundant.

“Work is such a big part of people’s 
lives, and when it goes away it’s not 
just about lying on the sofa. People 
get depressed and it can affect their 
families. It is soul destroying, and the 
longer you are unemployed, the 
worse it gets.

“There needs to be better careers 
advice, better money management 
training for people who are on bene-
fits, and more support around getting 
people back into work.”

BUILDING: Elements of the benefits system are becoming one

BUDGETS: New system brings with 
it a host of fresh challenges
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Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website...

www.sparshatts.co.uk
0844 396 1122

Ashford     Dartford    Sittingbourne    Tonbridge 

Routine service labour costs

Routine service parts

Routine service lubricants

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront)

Emergency road side assistance

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing

Monthly paid contract

Prepaid contract

Provision of replacement vehicle

Available on any vehicle age

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� 

�

�  Standard cover

�  Available free, for the first three years from registration date.  

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 

under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions.

Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan

Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle.
More Flexibility, Service and Care.

We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 

something you’d rather do without.

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices  
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month  

for three services.

What’s included:

Getting a home 
education... a 
master stroke 
or big mistake? 
Just like attending school, giving your children a 
home education can be a rather hit or miss 
affair. A chance to break the system, but also one 
which can deny them vital social interaction.   
Sarah Linney looks at the pros and the cons...

D
EPENDING on your point of view, 
your school days were either glori-
ous golden days packed with 
friendships and adventures, or a 
necessity which you’d rather have 

forsaken.
Regardless of which side you came down 

on, few can not have just occasionally pon-
dered what it would be like not to attend – and 
instead be taught at home.

And for more than 1,000 children in Kent, 
it’s a reality. What’s more, that number is in-
creasing too.

But is it a sensible approach in a climate so 
dependant on recognised qualifications and a 
broad academic spread?

Some 793 children in the county were reg-
istered as being home educated in 2008. By 
the school year 2013 to 2014, that number 
had increased by more than 50 per cent to 
1,326.

Out of an estimated 200,000-plus school-
children in Kent, that’s only about one child 
in 200 being taught at home. But still, it’s big 
enough for the county council to need to take 
notice of.

“For some people it may be a matter of per-
sonal or religious convictions; others will 
have had a bad experience,” explained Roger 
Gough, Kent County Council’s cabinet mem-
ber for education.

“The number has risen quite significantly 
in the last few years, and as the numbers are 
rising we are seeing quite a few children who 
are dropping out at the later stages, Key Stage 
3 or Key Stage 4.”

Lesley Herriot has nothing against school. 
She sent her son there. But when her daugh-
ter was in the second year of secondary 
school, Mrs Herriot felt she would be better off 
at home – and removed her.

“It was a very easy decision to make,” she 
said. “I Googled home education, to see what I 
could find, and I found thousands of websites 
and resources.

“It made me feel I was not the only one. I made 
the decision, and I have never regretted it.”

A founder member of South East Home Edu-
cators, Mrs Herriot says home education 
works differently for everyone.

Parents aren’t obliged to follow the national 
curriculum or even enter their children for 
exams.

“Mostly what we did was autonomous and 
verbal – it worked better for us,” she  
explained.

“No two people do it the same. Some people 
do school at home and some people follow the 
curriculum. We didn’t. We focused on life 
skills. Just something like going shopping 
covers home economics and maths.

“We would go for walks, we would go to 

HELP: East Kent College’s 
Sara Woodward believes 
it is essential children have 
social opportunities.
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Cut this out to receive a

Free Bottle of Wine
when 2 dine
throughout March.

Friday and Saturday nights only

after 7.30pm.
Ts and Cs apply.

Wealden Hall
London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE

Telephone: 

01732 840259

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk

SAVE 
UP TO 
14% 
FUEL

www.QCRsales.co.uk
CAR REPAIRS & DIAGNOSTICS Any make of car, van 

or four wheel drive

Please ring Mick on 01634 238 777 / 07801 429 527 OPEN 
6 DAYS 
A WEEK

1 Hotfield Road, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 8BJ
Email qcrmick@hotmail.co.uk Just off Station Road

A clean fuel system can improve fuel 

economy, restore lost power, reduce 

exhaust emissions and decrease 

your carbon footprint. 

We use Forte treatments to save 

you money. 

Independent tests have proven that 

Forte treatments can save up to 

14% fuel. 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
ELECTRICAL WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 

� Good Garage Scheme 

� Budget Batteries 

� Heater Blowers 

� Car Light Bulbs 

� Key & Fob Repairs 

� Immobiliser & Alarm 

� Code Reading 

� H.I.D Lights Fitted 

� Parking Sensors 

� ABS, Air Bag & Air Con Fault Finding 

� MOT Testing & Servicing 

� Air Con Regassing 

SERVICING YOUR 
VEHICLE TO 

THE INDUSTRY 
STANDARD 

We service your vehicle to a detailed 
fifty point service report. 

You will be provided with a completed 
copy of the industry standard 

service report. 
Guarantee of value for money servicing 

and reassurance of a job well done. 

FREE NO 
OBLIGATION 

SURVEY
CALL NOW ON: 
01634 786 226

www.thestoveandfireplace.co.uk

info@thestoveandfireplace.co.uk
Monday to Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: Closed

Heating your 

home for less

Wood Burners
Multi-fuel Stoves
Installation
Chimney Sweeps
Liners Replaced
Stove Repairs

we do...

VISIT US AT:
Unit 7 Gun Lane
Strood, Kent
ME2 4WP

HOME: Many parents feel a home education allows them to use real life to shape their children.

places and look at the history of the 
place, how it was built, the geology 
and geography of the land. You learn 
so much from TV programmes like 
the Discovery Channel and the Na-
tional Geographic, and the internet is 
marvellous.

“In life you are learning all time. 
Think about the subjects you cover 
without realising when you are just 
talking to your friends.

“Sometimes we would pick a topic 
and look at it, and we would use 
workbooks sometimes, for example 
for maths. We ignored science, 
though.”

Despite her decision to excise a core 
subject, she says the county council 
was happy with the education her 
daughter was getting – and she is 
now at university.

“I went to Tunbridge Wells Girls’ 
Grammar School, and how much of 
what I learned at school did I ever use 
afterwards?” Mrs Herriot said.

“With home education you can fol-
low what you like. You can follow the 
things you are interested in instead of 
what someone says you are interested 
in. And you haven’t got the distrac-
tions of someone playing up in class 
or not liking the teacher.

“If you are deeply involved in some-
thing, you don’t have to stop after an 
hour. You can carry on for the next 
36 hours if you want.

“We didn’t work set hours, it was 
24/7.  We took no notice of school 
hours, timetables or terms. And you 
can take exams at any time in your life, 
it doesn’t have to be when you’re 16.”

One of the big questions has always 
been how being educated at home, 
away from their peers, affects a child’s 
social development?

This is where groups like South 

East Home Educators - one of the big-
gest groups in the country, with al-
most 500 members from Kent, Sus-
sex, Surrey and some parts of outer 
London – come in.

The group organises regular activi-
ties for its members, ranging from 
football, trampolining, adventure 
play, t’ai chi and ice skating to trips to 
London theatres and museums.

“There is more socialisation than 
people imagine,” Mrs Herriot said.

“It’s not like school, where you’re 
with children of your own age. They 
socialise with children of all ages, 
and as they get older they don’t re-
gard adults as aliens.

“When my daughter went to uni-
versity, she managed fine as she had 
always been with lots of people.”

And her advice for anyone consid-
ering taking their child out of school 
is not to be afraid – and to contact her 
if they need any advice.

“Home education has become more 
well known: the more people take 
their children out, the more people 
see it working,” she said.

“There are very few people it 
doesn’t work for. I’ve come across 

thousands of families, and probably 
less than one per cent haven’t coped 
with home education.

“Like everything in life, some 
things suit some people and some 
things suit others, but there is always 
the option to go back. Nothing is set 
in stone – what you decide to do now 
can always be changed.”

Turn to page 16
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Visit Our Showroom
2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234
www.the-fireplace.net

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4

THE FIREPLACE
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

� Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves
� Stove Package Deals Available
� Marble, Wood and Stone 

Fire Surrounds
� Bespoke Service Available
� Gas and Electric Fires
� Chimney Lining
� Full Installation Service

THE FIREPLACE

Est 1987

Design Studio

FREE Survey, FREE Design, FREE Quotations

01622 619876
The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, 

Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB

Call us to make your dreams a reality
& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADER

MBK

PASSIONATE ABOUT KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
www.m-b-k.co.uk

Continued from page 15
However, all is not necessarily en-

tirely rosy in the garden of home edu-
cation all the time.

Most home-educated children are 
removed from, or not sent, to school 
by parents for whom it is a considered 
decision and who are confident they 
can teach their child themselves.

But there are other instances in 
which a child is removed from the 
school system and simply left without 
an education at all – and, says Roger 
Gough, the number of such children 
appears to be increasing.

“We recognise it’s a parent’s right 
to make the choice not to send their 
child to school. Education is compul-
sory, school is not, and many of them 
deliver on it extremely well,” he said.

“But there seem to be quite a 
number of adolescents with a poor at-
tendance record who drop out of the 
system, and they are quite a different 
group.”

Ideally, parents who teach their 
child at home would register this 
with the county council.

But they do not have to, and many 
do not – meaning that the county 
council does not actually know how 
many children are being home-edu-
cated. Mrs Herriot estimates that the 
true number could be double the offi-
cial figure.

“Once you have gone into the 
school system, if you leave it to be 
home educated, there will be commu-
nication between the school, the 
home and the council. But a child 
could never come into the school sys-
tem at all,” Cllr Gough explained.

“By and large, we think it’s a good 
thing if we have some contact with 
parents who are home-educating 
their children. It is part of our role to 

be able to offer help, advice and sup-
port if they wish to have it, and we 
have people who will meet with and 
visit families, although we can’t insist 
on that.

“If the children are coming out 
during the adolescent stage, and have 
had problems around behaviour and 
attendance, we would be more keen 
to ensure that we were able to engage 
with those families as those are the 
instances where, in practice, they 
may be missing education.”

If the council has reason to believe 
that a child is not receiving a proper 
education, it will take action and can 
compel the child to attend school.

“Where there is a history with the 
children that would give reason for 
concern, we will propose a meeting. If 
that meeting is not agreed to, we can 
put them on the Children Missing Ed-
ucation register,” Cllr Gough ex-
plained.

“If a child is of school age, it’s the 
duty of the parent to ensure their edu-
cation is suitable, and we have a duty 
to intervene where we have reason to 
believe that a proper education is not 
being provided.

“But there could be a situation 
where it is not known. We can’t go 
round just looking on spec – there 
would have to be a way by which 
someone brought the issue to our at-
tention, for example a neighbour.

“A school attendance order is the 
nuclear option. There would be other 
things to do not to get to that point. 
We want to work collaboratively with 
those families and have a voluntary 
return to school.”

East Kent College, which has cam-
puses in Broadstairs, Folkestone and 
Dover, works with a growing number 
of children who are not in the school 

system to provide them with educa-
tion, under a programme funded by 
the government.

The college’s director of 14 to 19, 
Sara Woodward, works closely with 
the county council to identify young 
people who would benefit from  
tuition.

Some students just come to do GCS-
Es or Functional Skills qualifications 
in English and maths, studying for six 
hours a week. But the college encour-
ages them to do more and some take 
up part-time vocational courses. 

“We see a large number of students. 
I am dealing with one or two inquir-
ies a day,” said Ms Woodward.

“We had about 15 students last 
year and we have about 20 this year.

“It’s critical that we give young 
people who need it a lifeline to being 
back in a social environment. Some of 
them are very lacking in confidence 
and need to be back with their peers.

“It’s really just about giving them 
time to settle and become part of a 
group – about structured learning 
and confidence. It is not a big income 
area for the college, but it’s an impor-
tant area that we can develop.”

She stresses that home education 
can work extremely well in many 
cases.

“There are children whom it suits, 
and whose parents are motivated. 
They can take their children outside 
the formal curriculum and teach 
them in a different way, according to 
their individual needs, and help them 
grow,” Ms Woodward said.

“You can follow a really exciting 
and motivating curriculum in the 
comfort of your own home. There are 
often strong networks which mean 
the children don’t become socially 
isolated – they meet up with other 

families and they do activities  
together.”

But she says that in other cases it 
doesn’t work well – with potentially 
disastrous results.

“Some children don’t want to be 
taken out of school, and some chil-
dren don’t get the quality of educa-
tion that they need,” Ms Woodward 
said.

“Some don’t appear to get very 
much education at all. In one or two 
cases we have had young people with 

extremely low levels of learning - we 
had a 15-year-old with the literacy 
level of a six-year-old, although this is 
absolutely not the norm.

“Some children who have particu-
lar emotional and learning needs, or 
who do need specialist teaching, are 
not getting it and are in danger of be-
coming very socially withdrawn by 
the time they are 14 or 15.

“We should have mechanisms for 
identifying vulnerable young people 
in those situations.”

MISSING: Does a home education 
leave your child missing key benefits of 
school such as making friends?
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CANDIDATES
Full list of confirmed 
candidates:

Julian Brazier (Cons)
James Flanagan (Lib Dem)
Jim Gascoyne (Ukip)
Stuart Jeffery (Green)
Hugh Lanning (Lab)
Robert Cox (Socialist)

Continued on Page 20

PREVIOUS RESULTS

Past general election 
results for Canterbury:

2010
Julian Brazier (Con) - 22,050 
(44.8%)
Guy Voizey (Lib Dem) - 16,002 
(32.5%)
Jean Samuel (Labour) - 7,940 
(16.1%)
Howard Farmer (Ukip) - 1,907 
(3.9%)
Geoff Meaden (Green) - 1,137 
(2.3%)
Anne Belsey (Money Reform) 
- 173 (0.4%)

Majority: 6,048 (12.3%)

2005
Julian Brazier (Con) - 21,113 
(44.4%)
Alex Hilton (Lab) - 13,642 
(28.7%)
Jenny Barnard-Langston (Lib 
Dem) - 10,059 (21.1%)
Geoff Meaden (Green) - 1,521 
(3.2%)
John Moore (Ukip) - 926 (1.9%) 
Rocky van de Benderskum 
(Legalise Cannabis) - 326 (0.7%)

Majority: 7,471 (15.7%)
 

MP: Julian 
Brazier

Tories stand strong 
behind city walls
Jamie Weir continues our guide of every Kent constituency

W
ITH a Unesco World 
Heritage Site at its 
heart and two main 
universities within 
its boundaries, Can-

terbury’s electoral constituency has 
significant variety to its offering. 

What lacks variety is the political 
party which has been voted into pow-
er since the constituency was first 
created in 1918. 

What’s more, there’s absolutely no 
suggestion the Conservatives are in 
any danger of losing in 2015. 

Incumbent Julian Brazier, has held 
power as the constituency’s repre-
sentative in Westminster continually 
since 1987. At the last election, the 
Dartford-born MP took a majority of 
6,048 – and a comfortable 44.6 per 
cent share of the vote in a constitu-
ency that also embraces Whitstable 
and a host of outlying villages.

What presents a more interesting 
battle is the one for second place. Nor-
mally a scrap between Labour and 
the Lib Dems, Ukip’s influence may 
see it look to muscle in.

The 2010 election saw Labour’s 
vote collapse as it went from securing 
nearly 30 per cent of the vote in 2005 

to nearly half of that five years ago.
 Ukip beat the Greens into fourth in 

2010, it would not be unrealistic to 
see them grow that vote considerably 
given the general lack of engagement 
with both Labour and the Lib Dems.

The candidate standing for Ukip, 
Jim Gascoyne, says he thinks it will, 
and what’s more, he’s confident that 
Ukip policy will prove popular with 
the electorate.

He said: “The electorate, right now 
in Canterbury, are being ignored, and 
they, like me, are fed up of it. They 
have an MP who, in between elec-
tions, disappears from local view, and 
a council that has been neutered by 
Westminster and is pushing through 
all sorts of plans the people don’t 
want.

“That means restoring democracy 
in the constituency would be my top 
priority. Actually representing people 
is what I want to do, and that, frank-
ly, is not something which is happen-
ing right now. 

“The sitting MP distances himself 
from local government. That would 
not be the case with me. I see the Ukip 
councillors at Canterbury council as 
colleagues, and rather than distanc-

ing myself from them, and the elec-
torate, I would want to spend my time 
working with them.”

Ukip are no mugs to drag the local 
authority into the argument. There is 
something of a backlash over the 
Tory leadership of the city council fol-
lowing a host of controversial deci-
sions - most notably over housing and 
roads.

The approach to local politics is 
something which Liberal Democrat 
candidate, James Flanagan, also 
takes aim at.

He told KoS the public deserve more 
time with their MP to ensure that lo-
cal issues are heard.

Mr Flanagan said: “A lot of trust 
has been lost, as the current MP has 
chosen to ignore many local issues. 
As a councillor on the city council, I 
have worked alongside residents to 
campaign on issues which the local 
public are interested in. On one, the 
Kingsmead Field, which was pro-
posed for development, I worked to 
oppose the development with people 
in the area, where the local MP said it 
would be ‘unconstitutional’ for him 
to get involved.

“He has also chosen to ignore pub-
lic anger with the excessive develop-
ment proposed by the local plan.”

The Liberal Democrats have, tradi-
tionally, been strong on the city 
council. They remain the main oppo-
sition party. Yet even the most opti-
mistic party activist would expect to 
see its share of the vote increase.

Dissatisfaction nationally will most 
certainly have an impact.

Disillusioned left-winger may, in-
stead, turn to the Green Party, which 
will be represented in Canterbury by  
the high-profile Green activist Stuart 
Jeffrey at the general election.

He told KoS that the constituency 
faces many similar pressures to other 

parts of the county, with housebuild-
ing one of the key issues.

He said: “In Canterbury we’re fac-
ing two competing pressures. Exces-
sive greenfield development, and a 
rise in the need for affordable housing 
provision for young families. I would 
do my best to ensure that brownfield 
sites were being redeveloped and af-
fordable housing was provided for 
those who need it.

“Over 25 per cent of workers in 
Canterbury receive less than the liv-
ing wage. That’s something which we 
would look to change straight away. 
The Green Party are proposing a 
minimum £10 per hour wage to com-
bat poverty which many places in the 
country are facing. In a reasonably 
affluent constituency like Canter-
bury, I am appalled that over a quar-
ter of jobs pay less than the living 
wage.”

The living wage is an issue which 
the Labour Party candidate feels is 
rising in importance too. 

Hugh Lanning told KoS the nation-
al drive for austerity has left people 
struggling to make ends meet – some-
thing he wants to fight against in 
Westminster.

He told KoS: “Reducing inequality 
is key to what I would bring to the 
area. The drive for austerity has left a 
number of people with much less in 
real term income, and having to 
make impossible decisions about how 
to spend what little they have. There 
is a growing gap between the rich 
and the poor, and we have got to do 

HISTORIC: 
The Tories have 
held power in the 
city for almost a 
century

UKIP: Jim GascoyneGREEN: Stuart  Jeffrey 
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New for 2015

KOS PREDICTS...

IN 2001, with Tony Blair a 
shoe-in for another big election 
win, there was a chance the 
Tories could lose Canterbury. 
But with the Lib Dems refusing 
to give ground for Labour, 
Brazier held firm, albeit by a 
mere 2,000 votes

It seems inconceivable they 
will get get so close again. 
Ukip may pick up votes and the 
Greens may well prove the 
biggest surprise. As for the Lib 
Dems and Labour? No chance.

Continued from Page 19

something about closing it now, be-
fore it gets worse. Austerity hasn’t 
helped Canterbury, and I want to see 
it gone, and prosperity back on this 
area’s agenda.”

But Julian Brazier takes a far more 
upbeat approach - and is convinced 
the economy is bouncing back.

He told KoS: “The economy has 
turned around nationally, and in 
Canterbury. We now have greater 
numbers of people in work than ever 
before, and growth. 

“What will be key going forward is 
maintaining momentum for eco-
nomic growth. As a result of the work 
the Conservative government has 
done, we are starting to see living 
standards rising, alongside wages 
and job opportunities. 

“Those are all positive, and I think 
that economic prosperity is likely to 
be one of the key issues at the forth-
coming general election.”

But it’s not just inequality which 
Labour candidate Mr Lanning is con-
cerned about. He is also a passionate 
advocate for the NHS, telling KoS that 
in his view, it is one of the prime is-
sues for the next election.

He said: “The NHS remains a huge 
concern for me. I want to work to en-
sure that we have a free, fair, high 
quality health service, which is well 
funded enough to serve the public.

“Ensuring health care, and in par-
ticular the hospital in Canterbury get 
the support and funding they require, 
is a fundamental priority for me.”

That is a sentiment which Green 
Party candidate Stuart Jeffrey agrees 
with, telling KoS that tackling fail-
ures due to inadequate funding in the 
NHS is important to the electorate.

Mr Brazier insists he shares those 
concerns.

If elected again, he said he would 
seek to clamp down on health and 
benefit tourism to ensure that servic-
es were not over stretched. And in a 
nod towards those with Ukip sympa-
thies, agreed he felt immigration and 
Europe had been piling pressure on 
the country’s infrastructure.

CANDIDATES
Full list of confirmed 
candidates: 

Gary Butler (Eng Dem) 
Hannah Patton (Green)
Allen Simpson (Lab)
Eddie Powell (Ukip) 
Helen Grant (Con) 
Paul Hobday (NHAP)
Jasper Gerard (Lib Dem)

Maidstone: Grant 
to flood back in?

P
OOR old Jasper Gerard. For 
years, he has been work-
ing towards raising his 
profile and building up a 
supporter base in order to 

present a real challenge to Helen 
Grant, the Conservative incumbent. 

But after a slow burn that made 
him a familiar face and name, the 
Lib Dems decision to go into  
Coalition, and the perception of the 
party ever since, has had the same 
impact as dropping a grenade 

into the Jasper Gerard tank.
In short, it has effectively destroyed 

any hope he once had. And it was al-
ways going to be a long shot.

Helen Grant has had a sometimes 
uncomfortable relationship with her 
local constituents due to a flurry of 
troublesome headlines. 

But her swift rise up the Westminster 
ranks has been impressive. And now, 
finally, she seems much more at ease 
with herself and her own abilities.

A shoe-in once again, it seems, she 
vows there is no complacency in her 
campaign.

Mrs Grant said: “This is probably 
the most important election in a life-
time. I urge people to vote and help 
decide the direction of our country 
for the next five critical years. 

“I truly believe that a vote for Cam-

eron is a vote for competence. A vote 
for anyone else could lead to a Mili-
band government and a coalition of 
chaos.”

Mrs Grant says that there are a 
number of key issues for the constitu-
ency which may sway the vote. 

The obvious one of these is work on 
flood defences – something Mrs Grant 
has made a priority since the severe 
flooding in Yalding over the 
2013/2014 winter. 

Housing has also been a major is-
sue as the Maidstone local plan – 
which sets out the borough council’s 
development priorities – has been in-
troduced to the public. 

Mrs Grant has proved a vocal critic 
of the scale of greenfield – undevel-
oped land – and agricultural land be-
ing proposed for development.

Jasper Gerrard agrees with her 
stance. 

He has also been fighting against the 
level of housebuilding in what he calls 
the ‘wrong’ places in the borough.

He said: “Housing has been a huge 
issue in the area, with a tremendous 
amount of concern from people who 
will have to live with what is an im-
mensely damaging local plan. 

“The very fact that the current 
MP’s own party, at a council level, 
has been pushing through more 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk

By Jamie Weir

FIGHTING: Jasper Gerrard 
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housing  shows how sincere her cam-
paigning against housebuilding is.”

Green Party candidate Hannah 
Patton has similar views, telling KoS 
that housing is a critical issue, but 
that other solutions should be 
explored.

She said: “Bringing empty homes 
back into use like our MP has done in 
Brighton would help, as would ex-
ploring brownfield sites. We also 
want to see small scale energy gen-
eration, with renewables on more of 
our public buildings to ensure we 
have enough in the future.”

But what of the rise of Ukip?
Lib Dem Mr Gerrard says he’d be 

willing to bet his mortgage that the 
party will come at least second in the 
election, saying that smaller parties 
like Ukip could actually help split the 
Tory vote to his advantage.

 It may just prove his only hope. A 
Lib Dem gain anywhere in the UK 
seems rather optimistic. But that split 
in the vote could ensure he does at 
least come runner-up.

One of those less well-known par-

ties standing for election in the con-
stituency is the English Democrats, 
with its proposed candidate, Gary 
Butler. The party’s leader, Steven Un-
cles, told KoS that the party was 
standing to ensure that England got 
a voice in Great Britain.

He said: “From our perspective, the 
big issue in Maidstone and the Weald, 
is the same as in other parts of Eng-

highlight how English culture is be-
ing forgotten.”

Another smaller party is the Na-
tional Health Action Party (NHAP). 
Its candidate is Dr Paul Hobday.

He told KoS he was fighting for the 
health of the area, saying that he 
wanted to see greater support for lo-
cal health services to ensure a strong 
service for the public.

land; the lack of representation of our 
country. English interests are never 
represented.”

He told KoS that the party candi-
date, Mr Butler, had not been con-
firmed yet, but would have his candi-
dacy rubber stamped on March 7. 

He said: “We are being realistic, 
and know that we won’t win in the 
constituency. All we want to do is 

SAFE: The collapse of the Lib Dem vote is likely to guarantee Helen Grant will continue as MP

KOS PREDICTS...

THIS is likely to be a seat where 
the full impact of smaller party 
influence will be felt. 

Helen Grant will almost 
certainly win again for the Tories, 
yet disillusioned voters from Left 
and Right have a variety of 
options here and that could make 
for an interesting outcome. When 
once a win was the aim, the Lib 
Dems will now be fighting for 
second and it’s achievable here. 

PREVIOUS RESULTS

Past general election results 
for Maidstone and the 
Weald:

2010
Helen Grant (Con) - 23,491 (48 %)
Peter Carroll (Lib Dem) - 17,602 
(36%)
Rav Seeruthun (Lab) - 4,769 
(9.7%)
Gareth Kendal (Ukip) - 1,637 
(3.3%)
Stuart Jeffrey (Green) - 655 (1.3%) 
Gary Butler (NF) - 643 (1.3%)
Heidi Simmonds (Christian) - 131 
(0.3%)

Majority: 5,889 (12%)

2005
Ann Widdecombe (Con) - 25,670 
(52.7 per cent)
Elizabeth Breeze (Lab) - 10,814 
(22.2 per cent)
Mark Corney (Lib Dem) - 10,808 
(22.2 per cent)
Anthony Robertson (Ukip) - 1,463 
(3 per cent)

Majority: 14,856 (30.5 per 
cent)

GREEN:
Hopeful 
Hannah 
Patton 
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Why Mars colony trip 
is ‘doomed to failure’

T
HE atmospheric pressure will 
boil your eyes. The intense ra-
diation will deform your chil-
dren. The journey there will 
rot your bones… and you 

probably won’t survive it anyway.
But after the recent announcement 

of plans to start a colony on Mars (as 
reported in KoS last week), interest in 
reaching the Red Planet has been ig-
nited once again. Despite – or perhaps 
because of – the dangers.

But two top Kent science teachers 
say they believe the mission is doomed 
to failure, with one describing the 
idea as “horrific”.

The Dutch not-for-profit organisa-
tion Mars One intends to send hu-
mans to live on the planet within ten 
years with a shortlist of 100 candi-
dates unveiled two weeks ago.

Among them are school lab techni-
cian Alison Rigby, 35, from Becken-
ham, and former University of Kent 
student Maggie Lieu, 24. 

They were among 200,000 appli-
cants apparently happy to have a one-
way trip to Mars, safe in the knowl-
edge there is no prospect of return.

Funding for the project will come, 

in part at least, from the rights to film 
their progress in what seems like a 
fanciful reality TV show.

So what would life on Mars be like? 
According to Kent physics teacher 
Becky Parker, Mars – average temper-
ature -62C – is “not very hospitable”.

But she says the explorers will be 
lucky if they even survive the seven-
month journey, about 24 to 25 mil-
lion miles, depending on where the 
planet is in its cycle of orbit. 

“Getting there will be incredibly 
dangerous,” says Mrs Parker, who is 
director of the Langton Star Centre at 
Simon Langton Boys’ School in Can-
terbury. Widely respected, she has 
been made an MBE for her contribu-
tions to education and science.

“To get to Mars you have to get 
through the Van Allen radiation belts 
– a whole area where there are lots of 
high-energy particles which are go-
ing to bash into you, punch through 
your skin and cause damage.

“When they went to the Moon, 
they were incredibly lucky as they 
managed to miss huge eruptions of 
particles from the Sun. If they had 
been hit they would have been fried.”

With just 20 cubic metres of living 
space per astronaut, life on the space-
ship will not exactly be roomy. And 
that’s not all.

“Their bones will degrade on the 
journey – weightlessness means you 
don’t have to support your weight 
against gravity, so your bones start to 
crumble,” Mrs Parker said.

“So you have to do loads of exercise 
– but they won’t be able to walk 
around.

“Your sleep patterns get messed up 
when you don’t have any distinction 
between day and night, and it is very 
difficult to work out how they are go-
ing to carry the weight of seven 
months’ supply of food.

“And what if someone suddenly de-
velops appendicitis? Do you send a 
surgeon? How are they going to look 
after people?”

Gary Linney, a chemistry and 
former physics lecturer, who works at 
MidKent College, agreed the journey 
would be troublesome.

“Most of the radiation you find in 
space is pretty well able to get through 
most protective things,” he said.

“There is also the possibility of run-

With space travel back on the agenda, is enthusiasm over a 
planned visit to Mars misplaced? Two experts believe it is...

ning into asteroid debris which could 
puncture the hull of the spacecraft.

“A doctor could be included in the 
crew, along with certain drugs, but 
conditions would be very primitive.”

And once they’ve landed, life on 
Mars won’t be much better.

The planet’s atmosphere is mostly 
carbon dioxide – which is present in 
the Earth’s atmosphere in small 
quantities, but is toxic in high con-
centrations. The oxygen which living 
things on Earth need to breathe is 
only present in negligible quantities.

The atmosphere is also very thin. 
And that, says Mr Linney, is an even 
bigger problem than not being able to 
breathe.

“Carbon dioxide is not only the 
wrong gas, the atmospheric pressure 
is too low,” he said.

“You would have to breathe 
through a pressurised suit, or the 
drop in pressure would probably be 
the killer. Your blood would vaporise 
and your body would explode. Proba-

bly the first places to go would be your 
lungs and eyes.” 

The thin atmosphere means the ex-
plorers will still need protection from 
radiation, which will mean living un-
der permanent protection.

“It would be like sitting in an X-ray 
machine for high amounts of time,” 
Mrs Parker said. 

“You can’t see the radiation, so it’s 
not so obvious, but it messes up your 
DNA - and if people are going to have 
babies, what if they have terrible de-
fects from all the radiation? 
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County’s top 10 links to 
the magic of the Oscars
From winners to nominees, Molly Kersey looks at the Kent roots of Academy Award hits

L
AST weekend saw the 
annual display of Holly-
wood glitz and glamour 
as the Academy Awards 
were held in Los Angeles 

to celebrate the achievement of the 
last year in the movie industry.

But although it may seem a world 
away, Kent has been well repre-
sented over the years, winning 
some of the most in-demand 
awards.

We take a look back at ten of the 
best of the county’s talents who 
bagged an Oscar....or at least were 
nominated.

Who: Arnold Schwartzman
When: 1981
Category: Best documentary

Arnold Schwartzman, who grew up 
in Margate, was awarded the best 
documentary Oscar in 1981 for Geno-
cide, which chronicled the horrors of 
the Holocaust through newsreels, 
photographs and montages.

It was co-produced by the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center - a museum fo-
cusing on racism in America and the 
history of the Holocaust.

“It wasn’t a subject that I knew 
much about to begin with, I was actually invited 

and recommended to make it,” Mr Schwartz-
man, who now lives in Hollywood, explained.

“It was a big learning curve and my wife, 
who was an expert in visual research on the 
Second World War, and I went to archives all 
over Europe.

“I was very fortunate in finding Sir Martin 
Gilbert, who wrote Winston Churchill’s biogra-
phy. He wrote the script for me, then we re-
cruited Elizabeth Taylor and Orson Welles to 
narrate the film, so I had extremely good ingre-
dients, I had all the elements working for me.”

Who: Andrea 
Arnold
When: 2004
Category: Best 
live action 
short film

Andrea Arnold, 
who grew up in 
Dartford, won 
the Oscar for 
best live action 
short film for 
Wasp in 2004.

A one-time 
children’s presenter, she is known for writing 
dark stories about human experience.

The 26-minute film depicts the struggles of 
single mother Zoe, played by Natalie Press, 
who is bringing up four children alone as well 
as pursuing a relationship with an ex-boy-
friend, a role taken on by Danny Dyer.

Worried that he won’t want to be with her, 
she lies and tells him she is just babysitting the 
four children when he asks her on a date.

Ms Arnold’s home town of Dartford provided 
the setting for the film, which was commis-
sioned by the UK Film Council and Channel 4. 
In her early years, she appeared in children’s 
TV show No 73, filmed in Maidstone, which 
also featured the likes of Sandi Toksvig.

Who: Audrey 
Hepburn
When: 1954
Category: Best 
actress

Iconic actress 
Audrey Hepburn 
received the Acad-
emy Award for 
best actress for her 
role as a royal 
princess in Roman 
Holiday.

The 1953 ro- ma n-
tic comedy follows the adventures of Ann, 
played by Ms Hepburn, a crown princess who 
is out seeing Rome on her own.

She meets a reporter, played by Gregory 
Peck, who offers to show her around.

The film, directed and produced by William 
Wyler, also won awards for the screenplay and 
costume design.

It really took off, earning an estimated $3m 
at the American box office during its first year 
of release - a huge amount back then.

Ms Hepburn spent some of her early child-
hood in Elham, near Dover.

Just before the Second World War she lived 
in Orchard Cottage with a Mr and Mrs Butch-
er, and went to two schools in the area. Her 
family moved to Holland when war broke out 
believing it would be a safer country.

Who: Daniel Day-Lewis
When: 1990, 2008, 2013.
Category: Best actor

One of the most acclaimed actors of his gener-
ation, Daniel Day-Lewis has scooped three 
Academy Awards for best actor.

He was awarded for his portrayals of Christy 
Brown in My Left Foot in 1990, Daniel Plain-
view in There Will Be Blood in 2008 and Ab-

PRIZED: You may be surprised of Kent’s links to 
Audrey Hepburn and Marlon Brando
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raham Lincoln in Lincoln in 2013, making 
him the only man in history to have received 
three wins in the lead actor category.

He spent some of his younger years in the 
county, although not particularly happy ones.

In 1968 he was sent to the independent Sev-
enoaks School as a boarder, when his parents 
thought his behaviour was too disorderly.

He was there for two years, and reportedly 
‘detested’ it and he was later transferred to an-
other independent school in Hampshire.

Who: Paul Greengrass
When: 2007
Category: Best director

Film director, screenwriter and former 
journalist Paul Greengrass received an Os-
car nomination for United 93 in 2006.

The hard-hitting film gives a real time 
account of the events on United Flight 93, a 
passenger flight which was one of the 
planes hijacked by al-Qaeda on 9/11.

The plane crashed near Shanksville after 
a brave attempt by some of the passengers 
to regain control of the plane, killing all 44 
people aboard including the four hijakers.

The actions taken by those passengers 
helped to stop the plane from reaching its in-
tended target; believed to have been either the 
White House or the Capitol Building.

Although he left empty handed, Mr Green-
grass has enjoyed a successful career in film.

He has strong links to Kent, He was educat-
ed at Gravesend Grammar School and attend-
ed Sevenoaks School.

He lent his name to Gravesend’s main cine-
ma screen in The Woodville and returned to 
the town last year for a screening of Captain 
Phillips and a question and answer session 
about his career.

Who: University of Kent graduates
When: 2014
Category: Best visual effects

A group of University of Kent graduates con-
tributed to work that helped secure a best visu-
al effects Oscar for Gravity.

Sandra Bullock plays the lead in the film, Dr 
Ryan Stone - a medical engineer on her first 
shuttle mission when disaster strikes, leaving 
her stranded in space.

The graduates, who studied at the universi-
ty’s school of engineering and digital arts for 
degrees in multimedia, tecnology and design, 
all work for visual effects company Frame-
stone, which produced a lot of what appears on 
the screen during the film.

Liam Russell, Christopher Johnston, Steve 
Hardy, El Suliman, Adam Ward and Mark Mil-
lena all contributed to the ground-breaking 
post-production work.

This included realistically inserting Sandra 
Bullock and George Clooney faces into the 
‘universe’ – which in most scenes are the only 
elements not computer generated.

Masters in computer animation, graduates 
James Harmer, Guo Kun Pan, James Parsons, 
and Bernard Wicksteed are also credited for 
their work on the film.

Alongside Liam Russell and El Suliman, 
these graduates progressed from the under-
graduate programme at Kent.

Who: Brenda 
Blethyn
When: 1999
Category: Best 
supporting actress

Brenda Blethyn was 
born in Ramsgate, 
the youngest of 
nine children.

She made her 
screen debut in 
1980, working on 
stage and television 
for many years.

In 1998 she starred in Little Voice 

opposite Michael Caine and Jane Horrocks, 
playing the role of a domineering yet desperate 
fish factory worker.

Her performance, which saw her cast against 
type, received rave reviews. The film was a suc-
cess and she was Oscar nominated the follow-
ing year.

Even though she didn’t win, it has done little 
to impact on the nation’s affection for her. She 
has most recently portrayed a tough detective 
in ITV drama Vera.

Who: Marlon Brando
When: 1973
Category: Best actor

Marlon Brando caused 
a storm when he re-
fused the Hollywood 
honour in 1973.

He was awarded 
best actor for his role 
as the original Don in 
The Godfather - the 
hit portrayal of a 
1940s New York ma-
fia family which 
grossed some $135m 

worldwide.
He boycotted the ceremony and instead sent 

Native American Sacheen Littlefeather to rep-
resent him, and tell the audience that the rea-
son he could not accept the award was because 
of the treatment of the native race by the film 
industry.

Mr Brando had something of a love affair 
with Kent, and he was spotted in Faversham 
and surrounding areas. 

He was godfather to a boy in Selling and reg-
ularly visited the village throughout the 1980s, 
believed to have stayed there for several months 
at a time. In the years leading up to his death, 
there were repeated reports he was looking to 
buy a house in the area.

Who: Naomi 
Watts
When: 2013
Category: Best 
performance by 
actress in a 
leading role

Over a decade, 
Naomi Watts has 
seen her rise to 
glory book-ended 
by nominations 
for the greatest 
movie prize of all.

In 2003, her role in 21 Grams saw her secure 
her first nomination as best supporting actress.

In 2012, her role in tsunami movie The Im-
possible saw her back in the running for the 
same award.

Born in Shoreham, near Sevenoaks, in 1968, 
she was first bitten by the acting bug when she 
saw her mother perform in the local amateur 
dramatics society. 

Who: John Knatchbull, seventh Baron Bra-
bourne
When: 1968 and 1984
Category: Best picture

A Passage to India is among Baron Brabourne’s 
most acclaimed works.

He received two Academy Award nomina-
tions for best picture as the producer of Romeo 
and Juliet in 1968 and A Passage to India in 
1984.

At the end of the Second World War, Bra-
bourne returned to England and settled in his 
family seat in Mersham, near Ashford.

He founded Mersham Productions, named 
after the seat, in 1970.

Despite having a busy career he took local re-
sponsibilities in the county seriously and served 
as a governor at schools including Wye Agricul-
tural College, as well as serving as a pro-chan-
cellor of the University of Kent.
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Telephone – 01304613198 

Email – info@zencarfactors.co.uk

Top prices paid for salvageable cars, 
between £40.00 and £5000.00. 

Please ring or email for a quote (Speedy collection available).

Parts available for many cars on request.  
All parts removed and inspected by ourselves before sale.

 Top prices paid for ferrous  
and non ferrous metals. 

Also check out our eBay shop - 
zenmotorfactors2013

Stack threat ‘worth it’ as tougher 
passport checks are introduced
In the latest bid to keep better track of those entering and exiting the country, stricter border controls 
kick in next month. But, as Chris Murphy reports, many fear major delays for cross-Channel traffic.

F
ORMER immigration minister Damian 
Green insists the risk of ‘chaos’ at the 
main cross-Channel terminals will be 
worth it in the long run as a key method 
to crack down on illegal immigration.

Starting from next month, all outbound travel-
lers leaving Britain will have to have their pass-
ports manually checked. Currently, checks only 
take place when entering either the UK or France 
from the point of departure.

But the Government is desperate to accurately 
record the number of people leaving once their 
visas expire - or outstaying their welcome. So, 
from April 8, the new rules will be introduced.

The checks will involve operators recording 
passport information on all travellers and pass-
ing the details on to the Home Office, which will 
use the details to identify immigration offenders.

Ashford Conservative MP and former front 
bencher, Damian Green, said it will be worth the 
pain in the short term for better border security.

He told us: “People have been demanding these 
checks for years because you can’t properly know 
who is in the country unless you know who is 
leaving. I was minister five years ago, and people 
were saying then we need these checks.

“Yes, there are practicalities to be considered 
and the people at the ports and tunnel have had 
years to consider them and now we will have to 
deal with them.”

Around 20 million people a year cross to the 
Continent using the Channel Tunnel and a fur-
ther 12 million cross by ferry. 

Eurotunnel warns delays are a major possibili-
ty and could even spill out of the Cheriton termi-
nal back on to the M20.

A spokesman told us: “It will help the Home Of-
fice better manage the net migration figure by be-
ing able to say we counted people in by giving 
them visas, and we counted them out by know-

ing when they left the country, or not.
“On an average day, these checks shouldn’t pose 

a problem. But there may be on a peak day where 
cars will be full of families going on holiday.

“The normal transaction time for a car is 30 
seconds at check-in as it is an automated touch-
screen system.

“There will be a further stop now and people’s 
passports will be checked to ensure they are who 
they are. That means we will be checking perhaps 

up to seven people in a car, and many more on a 
coach. All of a sudden, the transaction time for 
a vehicle goes up quite dramatically.

“That level of control on the Folkestone side 
could lead to major queues for traffic. The ter-
minal is very small and very narrow and there 
is nowhere for the traffic to be stored while 
these controls are going on.

“We need to find a smarter border solution – 
the system needs to be both secure and fluid.”

Packed coaches will create the biggest delay, 
and Eurotunnel is currently trialling different 
methods of passport-checking to see which is 
fastest. 

A spokesman for P&O Ferries said: “The in-
dustry had serious misgivings that the origi-
nal intention was to launch the new require-
ments from April 1, as that would have meant 
adopting the new system right up against the 
Easter Bank Holiday rush, which is one of the 
very busiest weekends of the entire year. For-
tunately that message has been heeded and it 
has been put back a week.

“The Home Office has also decided to exempt 
coaches carrying children under the age of 16 
from the checks.

“We hope passengers aren’t angry as we 
have to follow the requirements of the Home 
Office, and the possibility of delays has been 
discussed very openly and is being flagged up 
very actively.”

The ferry company is “sincerely” hoping the 
M20 is not closed more often because of these 
checks, adding: “We all know the dire social 
and economic impact of Stack, which we all 
suffer under protest when abnormal opera-
tional challenges arise, such as a tunnel fire, 
or port closure due to extreme weather. But 
time will tell.”

The extra checks the ferry companies have 
to do are for departure from the UK – for entry 
into the UK, Border Force will continue to do 
the checks it requires.

A House of Commons’ home affairs select 
committee was told by Sir Charles Mont-

gomery, the director general of the Border 
Force, that the required technology for the exit 
checks is still being finalised, but should be 
ready soon.

Folkestone MP Damian Collins told us: “By 
applying common sense we can avoid unnec-
essary delays and still use these new exit check 
powers effectively.”

The Kent based Freight Transport Associa-
tion is worried its members will get caught up 
in the backlog of traffic.

A spokesman said: “This is bad. It is going to 
be chaotic. There is very limited space at the 
tunnel to do this sort of thing. With these tail-
backs, we could see Operation Stack back at 
the weekends and holidays. Not good. It won’t 
be bad for actual lorries as there is usually just 
one person on board, but they are going to get 
caught up in the backlog.”

READY: Ferry firms are set to introduce passport checks as of April 8

TRAFFIC: Could delays trigger Stack?
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INTRODUCTORY OFFERS

MAIN STOCKISTS

Over 20 Swivel and Recliner chairs on display

LOWEST PRICES
15% LOWER THAN HOUSE OF FRASER*

ON SIMILAR PRODUCTS

SAVE 30%

PRICE 
CHECKED

Our Price £1199
House of Fraser Price £1399

on similar products

Choice of colours  
ONLY £249

LEATHER RECLINER PACKAGE DEAL:  
3 seat sofa, 2 seat sofa, recliner chair £1349

3 seat sofa £649 2 seat £499 chair £399

Choice of colours  
ONLY £499

Recliner Sofas from £799
Recliner Chairs from £499

SAVE 30%

� Free delivery & 
 installation
�  Price checked products
�  Family company
� Fast Delivery

Lazboy ‘Nashville’ 
Corner Group

Lazboy ‘Georgia’

‘Cedars’  
Corner Group

Tenterden range

Swivel Recliner  
Chair & Stool

Italian Leather 
Swivel Recliner  
Chair & Stool

Antonio

*Prices Checked on 20.02.15

15 Royal Star Arcade
Maidstone
Kent
ME14 1JL
01622 296680

RFS
Recliner Furniture Store
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INTRODUCTORY OFFERS

Over 20 Swivel and Recliner chairs on display

� Free delivery & 
 installation
�  Price checked products
�  Family company
� Fast Delivery

15 Royal Star Arcade
Maidstone
Kent
ME14 1JL
01622 296680

MFS
Mobility Furniture Store

Memoryflex 
Adjustable Bed
From £867.56 VAT FREE

BRITISH 
MADE

BRITISH 
MADE

Royams Donna 
Lift/Rise Chair

From £954.40 
VAT FREE

Royams Appleby
Chair from only £399
2 Seat Sofa 
from only £599

Large choice of sizes, 
fabrics and wood finishes

Royams 
Coniston 
range
Chair from 
only £449

Wool Supreme 
1000
From £625.45 
VAT FREE
1000 individual pocket 
springs natural wool, 
cotton fillings.

Italian 
Leather 

Lift/Rise 
Chair

from only 
£775.71

VAT FREE
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Could golf end up paying a high 
price for making Sky the limit?
When the BBC lost the rights to broadcast the Open live from 2017, many in the game expressed fears 
it may cause more harm than good in the long term. Chris Murphy tees up the big debate...

E
XPERTS are split over 
whether the sport of golf will 
finish under or over par fol-
lowing a multi-million 
pound deal to see live rights 

for the Open Championship switch 
from free-to-air BBC to Sky.

The deal, announced last month, is 
believed to be worth around £75m.

Starting from the 2017 tourna-
ment, the five-year deal will see the 
BBC broadcast just a highlights pack-
age each evening.

While a major financial boost to 
the sport’s governing body, the Royal 
& Ancient (R&A), there are fears that 
the loss of such exposure on a free 
channel could further damage the 
sport’s take-up.

Latest figures have revealed num-
bers have dipped in recent years.

The secretary of Royal St George’s 
Club in Sandwich, is still on the fence 
when it comes to deciding if this is a 
good or bad thing for the sport.

The club is one of the Open’s host 
courses, last successfully hosting the 
event in 2011. It is expected to be 
awarded the right to host it again 
within the next ten years.

Tim Checketts told us: “Sky’s cover-
age is very good.

“They did a very good job on the 
Ryder Cup and it will be interesting to 
eventually find out what the actual 
numbers that watch it are.

“You either like their commenta-
tors or you don’t. It will be a polarised 
position, but then it’s the same for the 
BBC.

“With the BBC you get your days of 
blanket coverage and it is certainly 
the only time a lot of people will 

watch any golf during the year.
“It will be interesting to see how 

successful it is. It will certainly be the 
passing of an era. And we’ll lose Mr 
Alliss, presumably.”

The Voice of Golf, Peter Alliss, 83, 
has become synonymous with the 
event in this country since first join-
ing the BBC commentary team for the 
Open more than 50 years ago.

He said: “I have been working with 
the BBC on the Open since 1961 and 
it really saddens me because all golf-
ers throughout Britain and Europe 
will miss the BBC. I don’t think there 
will be a golfer that won’t be bitterly 
disappointed at the news.

“I know they [the R&A] do lots and 
lots of lovely things but when it comes to 
the nitty-gritty they have dipped their 
hands into the money and that’s it.”

He added: “My own personal view 
is the BBC’s criticism of the game is 
much better and in depth than Sky 
which is all a bit sycophantic, but we 
shall see.

“I don’t know how people are going 
to react to advertising during the 
matches.”

The R&A says satellite broadcast-
ers have to limit ad breaks to four 
minutes per hour with none longer 
than 60 seconds.

But greater concerns are over the 
loss of exposure of the top tourna-
ment to a younger generation who 
may decide not to pick up a club if not 
exposed to it.

Similar blows have been dealt to 
cricket since Sky secured the rights 
for that too.

Tim Checketts at St George’s was 
aware it was a risk: “It can’t help, can 

it? Especially as people want them to 
go outside more.”

Last year’s Sport England figures 
saw a fall from 751,900 to 730,300 
playing the sport in the country.

The R&A’s soon to retire chief ex-
ecutive Peter Dawson said: “This 
hasn’t been purely a price issue - 
we’ve been looking at a wide variety 
of factors.

“The R&A have a relationship with 
the BBC which goes back to the 1950s 
and we haven’t made this decision 
lightly but I don’t think it’s a secret 
that we’ve been concerned for some 
time that the UK rights have been on 
something of a commercial plateau.

“One of our biggest responsibilities 
is to keep The Open Championship at 
the forefront of golf and sports events 

not just in the UK but the world.”
Matt Pickard, secretary of the 

Weald of Kent club at Headcorn, said: 
“My opinion is that this is a bad thing. 
Fewer people will see it and those that 
do will be annoyed by the adverts 
breaking up the coverage.”

Brian Impett, the professional at 
Lamberhurst Golf Club, said: “I think 
it is a sad thing.  Not a lot of our mem-
bers have Sky, but I assume subscrip-
tions will pick up in the long term.

“I would always choose to watch 
BBC for their coverage of any sport, so 
I think this is a bad thing.”

Pam Holden, secretary at Mid-Kent 
Golf Club, was more at ease with the 
deal. She said: “I don’t think it will 
have much effect. Most people I know 
have Sky.”

A view echoed by Paul Loman, the 
secretary of the New Romney-based 
Kent Golf Union. He told us: “There is 
little evidence to show golf on televi-
sion attracts new players.

“With numbers dropping around 
the country, we have seen a rise in the 
number of players Kent has, thanks 
to initiatives and promotions from us 
and our Kent clubs.

“Sky taking over the sport was a 
no-brainer for the R&A and the mon-
ey that will come in will eventually 
trickle down to club level and help the 
sport even more.”

The BBC’s decision not to outbid 
Sky may be a result of its recent three 
year £204m deal to retain Premier 
League highlights in Match of the 
Day.

GLORY: Darren Clark celebrates winning the Open in Sand-
wich when the Kent course last hosted the event back in 2011. 
Pic: ADY KERRY

BROADCAST RIGHTS POSE FREQUENT DILEMMA

THE question of whether to keep 
your major event on a free-to-air 
channel like the BBC or ITV or 
opt, instead, for the money 
offered by Sky or BT continues to 
vex the senior management of 
sport’s governing bodies.

The benefits are obvious. Sky 
pays top dollar - and its production 
values are high. Given a little of 
the Sky magic can work wonders.

But it comes at a cost in terms of 
eye-balls. While Sky’s subscriber 
base continues to swell, it is still 
dwarfed by the likes of the BBC or 
Channel 4. Withdrawing your 
product from such a mass audience 

may mean short term gain through 
finance, but failure to invest heavily 
in grassroots can mean children are 
not exposed to it and therefore 
interest ultimately declines. Many 
would point to a decline in interest 
in the English domestic cricket 
game as a key example of TV 
coverage being taken off the BBC.

There are, of course, some 
major events which are protected 
- the so-called ‘crown jewels’. 

They include the FA Cup final, 
the FIFA World Cup, the Olym-
pics, Wimbledon and horse 
racing events such as the Grand 
National and the Derby.

The Open golf is on the 
so-called ‘b-list’ which means 
there is an obligation only to show 
highlights. 

Others on that list include 
England Test matches, the 
Commonwealth Games, the Six 
Nations and the Ryder Cup.

And with the squeeze on 
funding to the BBC already 
forcing it to ditch some key 
investments - such as turning 
BBC3 into an online-only channel 
- it makes it more challenging to 
put in the big bids against the 
likes of Sky or the emerging BT 
Sports.
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Appointments 
now being taken 
– call us on 
01304 389555

1  New Cosmetic 

Dentures with Jaw Line 

Improvement

1  All Work Produced on 

Premises, Excellent 

Aftercare 

1  GDC Registered Clinical 

Dental Technicians

Express Denture Repair, Reline and addition Service

£50 off
all new

dentures
with this voucher

Available at the Deal clinic only. One voucher per

customer. Valid only until 31st March 2015.

 110 HIGH STREET,  

BROADSTAIRS  

CT10 1JB

Tel: 01843 600789
Established 2000

1A STANHOPE ROAD, 
DEAL, CT14 6AB 

Tel: 01304 389555

31 ROPER CLOSE,  

CANTERBURY  

CT2 7EP

Tel: 01227 764241
Established 1995

NEW DEAL CLINIC NOW OPEN!

The Denture Clinic

The Denture Clinic
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For all your timber needs

A great range of fencing & gates
Beautiful timber
selected to your specifications by experts

01227 720537
www.winghamtimber.com

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GOODNESTONE ROAD,

WINGHAM,CANTERBURY,
KENT,CT3 1AR

Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8–5,Sat:8.30–12.30

From decking to sleepers
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
Tel: 01233 653476

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure

A 
CONCERT in Canter-
bury was instrumental 
in inspiring classical 
singer Russell Watson’s 
recent Christmas tour 

of cathedrals - and now he’s coming 
back to the county with a stripped 
down set, and more intimate gigs.

“I think it was about 20 years 
ago that I did a concert in the 
cathedral,” he tells KoS.  

“It was with a group of chaps 
called the Three British Tenors.  

“I think it’s really important as 
an artist to keep trying different 
things - different venues and so on,  
so you can stay fresh - both for 
yourself and the fans.”

His success has certainly been 
sustained. A singer since a child, he 
flew into the spotlight with debut 
album The Voice in May 2001.  It 
proved a crossover smash, topping 
the classical charts and infiltrating 

the pop charts too. The success was 
replicated in the US. He had arrived 
in some style.

Albums and tours ever since 
have proved he is no flash in the 
pan. He explains: “It’s so easy for 
auto-pilot mode to manifest itself, 
but if that happens, the audience 
know, and they won’t come back.  I 
try and keep things interesting, 
and don’t think I’ve ever done two 
shows the same.”

Mr Watson sees much of his 
audience being mature listeners - 
something he appreciates.

He said:  “I don’t feel as subjected 
to the fickleness of teen pop culture, 
where there will be a band who are 
the big thing, then everyone is 
moving onto the next.  I am very 
lucky in that way.  

“The industry has become quite 
transient, and you have artists 
coming up with a bang and fanfare, 

then they get to that dangerous sec-
ond album, and if it doesn’t stick 
then they are gone.”

He attributes his longevity to 
business acumen - and says that 
achieving success was ‘the easy 
bit’. Maintaining it was harder.  
Especially considering his health 
issues. 

He has twice been diagnosed 
with brain tumours, first in 2005 
then again in 2007.

“It was a bloody long fight,” he 
says.  “But I didn’t want to give up.  
When you hear ‘brain tumour’, you 
think the worst, and I did feel 
terrible, hormonal.  

“One day I’d have energy, then 
the next I didn’t want to get up, I 
was very depressed.  But I kept it to 
myself at the time.

“Now I find it quite cathartic to 
talk about, and I think the 
experience made me better as an 

artist - you have those emotional 
highs and lows to tap into.  I also 
used that time to learn more about 
music - I did it backwards, having a 
career first then learning it all.  I 
remember years ago, when I was 
18, singing My Way and thinking it 
was a good tune.  When I sing it 
now, I have a deeper understanding 
of the lyrics.” 

The singer is excited about the 
new tour.  “It’s been stripped down, 
which puts it right under the 
microscope - it’s me with a piano 
accompaniment.  

“This time, we’re going to the 
provinces, slightly smaller venues, 
and much more accessible for lots of 
people.”

 The Up Close and Personal tour 
comes to the Marlowe Theatre in 
Canterbury on April 30 and the   
Assembly Hall Theatre in Tun-
bridge Wells on May 30.

Cathedral performance an 
inspiration for sell-out tour
The ‘people’s tenor’ talks about Canterbury, music and beating brain tumours

PEOPLE’S 
TENOR: 

Russel l 
Watson
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Beautifully inspired,  
bespoke interiors

Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality.  
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door!

Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 
Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LJ

ian pennick
i n t e r i o r s

telephone 01227 283850 for free advice 7 days a week www.ianpennick.co.uk
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New comedy store in town

A MONTHLY comedy night is 
being launched in Faversham. 

The Old Brewery Store will 
be hosting a comedy night on 
the first Thursday of every 
month with the inaugural show 
on March 5. 

Surprise Surprise for Kent
FEEL good ITV show Surprise Surprise is 
back, and is looking for people from Kent to 
get involved.

The show springs surprises on people who 
have done something amazing or inspiring 
and are hunting for local heroes in the county. 

For more details, visit www.itv.com/surprise. 

Film extras are required

VOLUNTEERS are needed to go to the Theatre 
Royal, Margate, and volunteer to be audience 
members in a film.

Register interest by 9am on March 1.
Email theatreroyalaudience@gmail.com 

with Margate Audience Sunday and/or 
Monday in the subject heading. 

A Night of Dirty Dancing
A STAGE show featuring hits 
from iconic film Dirty Dancing 
will be at the Assembly Hall 
Theatre on March 6. 

For tickets to A Night of Dirty 
Dancing call the box office on 
01892 530613. 

THE film was made famous by its 
stripping scene - and now the 
stage version is coming to Kent 
next month.

The Full Monty, which tells the 
story of a group of men who plan 
to earn money through stripping,  
was a surprise hit, with audiences 
flocking to cinemas, and awards 
nominations aplenty, including an 
Oscar nod.

But actor Andrew Dunn, who 
plays Gerald, claims there’s no 
pressure.  “It’s more just great 
enjoyment,” he says.  “The film 
writer - Simon Beaufoy also 
created the stage version, and has 
kept a lot of the same elements in 
there.  There are some differences 
though.  In many ways, the film is 
quite dark.  It is set in a commu-
nity that has been devastated by 
the loss of industry.  You see 
relationships falling apart, and a 
man having to scrape together 
money to see his son.  But there is 
a lot of joy too.”

For many theatregoers, the most 
important scene is  when the men 
are performing a strip show.

“Lots of people love this bit,” 
says Mr Dunn.  “When we do it, 
we do go the ‘full monty’ but there 
are lights behind us.

“The theory is that these lights 
come on at the right moment, and 
they shine into the audience so 
they can’t see us.  However, these 
lights have failed once or twice.”

“At first the cast was nervous 
about this - we’re not Chippen-
dales, just ordinary blokes.  But 
you get over it very quickly, and 
we’re much more relaxed now.”

The show has the ability to 

excite theatregoers like few others, 
as seen in Glasgow when 29 
women had to be escorted from 
the premises for drunkenness and 
shouting obscenities.

In the main though, most 
crowds seem to be leaving happy.  
“It’s a real feel good piece,” says Mr 
Dunn.  “The audience come out 
feeling buoyant and happy, and it’s 
great to be part of that.”

The Full Monty comes to the 
Assembly Hall theatre in Tun-
bridge Wells on Mrach 9-14.  Visit 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk.

‘Ordinary’ blokes set to 
strip naked on stage

‘ORDINARY’: The guys practise 
their moves

PENSIVE: Andrew Dunn in char-
acter as Gerald

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk
By Maria Chiorando
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Evening with David Sedaris

KNOWN for his popular BBC 
Radio 4 series, David Sedaris 
will be at the Margate Winter 
Gardens on June 6.

Tickets will be £26. For more 
information, visit www.
margatewintergardens,co.uk.

‘All Shook Up‘ for 80th
CELEBRATING eight decades of Elvis Presley, 
The Elvis Years will be performed at Central 
Theatre, Chatham, on March 28.

The production features film footage and 
authentic costumes, telling the story of Elvis 
throughout the years.

For more information, call 01634 338338.

Basil Brush comes to town

THE Basil Brush show will be making its way 
to Margate to entertain people of all ages.

The family-friendly show will be at the 
Theatre Royal on August 22.

The loveable fox will be on stage with his TV 
chum ‘Mr Stephen.’ 

To book, call 01843 292795.

Support for The Vaccines
TWO support acts for The 
Vaccines have now been 
announced.

They will play at the Leas 
Cliff Hall, Folkestone, in April.

They will be supported by 
All We Are and Fufanu.

THE stage adaptation of Harper 
Lee’s Pulitzer-prize winning novel 
To Kill A Mockingbird will be 
performed at The Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, as part of its 
tour of the UK. 

The enthralling production 
captures the poignancy of the 
novel, and the plot sees racial 
injustices envelop a small-town 
community in the deep south.

Through courage and compas-
sion lawyer Atticus Finch seeks 
the truth, and his daughter helps 
bring new hope to a neighbour-
hood in turmoil.

Daniel Betts will be taking on 
the role of Atticus Finch, Zackary 
Momoh will be playing Tom 
Robinson and Christopher Akrill 
will play Boo Radley.

Jamie Kenna, who grew up in 
Headcorn and now lives in 
Tunbridge Wells, will be taking on 
the role of Heck Tate, the town 
sherriff. 

He explained: “I guess you could 
see him as Atticus’s right hand 
man. Atticus is kind of Heck’s hero 
in a way, they have a very close 

relationship.
“He’s been a sheriff for a long 

time, he’s a trusted community 
member. He finds himself as the 
peace keeper, he’s a genuinely 
good hearted man who cares a lot 
about the people in the town. 

“He really is the moral compass 
of the piece.”

 Mr Kenna has enjoyed a 
successful career both on stage 
and screen, with roles in Children 
of Men, The Bank Job and Green 
Street Hooligans. 

And he has enjoyed being a part 

of the production. 
“I read the book as a youngster 

and I think it’s a fantastic piece of 
literature. I was intrigued to know 
how you would do something like 
this on stage because there’s so 
many facets to it,” he said. 

“The way we produced the piece 
is not conventional. The book is 
very much prominent throughout 
the whole of the production.”

To Kill A Mockingbird will be at 
The Orchard Theatre from March 
3 to 7.  

To book, call 01322 220000.

Poignant show depicts 
community in turmoil

ENTHRALLING: The book is 
promiment. Credit: Johan Persson

POIGNANT: The play has ‘many 
facets’. Credit: Johan Persson

molly.kersey@archant.co.uk
By Molly Kersey
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Rosemary Nurseries
yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk

(Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium)

Support your local growers  Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4

� Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT �

THE START OF SPRING...
Grow your own trailing geraniums only £1.00 each  
already potted up for easy growing - many colours.

Bedding geraniums - young plug plants in various colours, £2.00 for a pack of 9 plants. 

Colourful scented Dianthus to grow on. 

Roses including half and full standards - large fruit trees - Half standard Red Robins - 
Grafted Nishiki Willows - Shrubs 

Final sale of spring bedding for instant colour 18 pots for £7.20 - packs of 4 plants £1.50. 

KITCHEN

ANDY SHEPHERD
DESIGNER LTD

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY:

� Kitchens
� Bedrooms
� Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 

Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming

Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs

No job to small ~ References Available
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered

Call Clive: 07765 663322

Handyman
The Local

Bloomers Restaurant
Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic

AS SEEN
ON

BBC
TV

BOOK NOW

01474 322131
15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 0EF

www.overcliffehotelkent.co.uk

MAN, VAN & SAM
REMOVALS
MAN, VAN & SAM
REMOVALS
No job too small
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service.
Free estimates. Friendly advice
and competitive rates.
Storage facility available.
www.manvanandsam.co.uk

01634 280085  07889 308755
Local Authority Approved

ANGEL FLEAMARKET
Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF
8am-1pm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION
Lots of vintage and retro bargains
01732 456196 • 07798876857
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com

To advertise in 
our next edition of

HOMES & GARDENS
 please call

01233 653461 

MUCH-LOVED TV and film characters 
Wallace and Gromit will be joined by 

the likes of Shaun the Sheep at the multi-
billion pound London Paramount Resort, due 
to be built on a former cement works on the 
Swanscombe peninsula. 

The company behind the ambitious project 
has confirmed a licence deal has been 
agreed to feature the characters when the 
park opens in Easter 2020. 

Wallace and Gromit
THE international Banff Mountain Film 
Festival will be bringing big screen 

adventure to Tunbridge Wells. 
The festival will be held at the Assembly 

Hall Theatre on March 4 as part of its tour of 
the UK. 

Each film will feature stories of inspira-
tional real-life characters and they are ideal 
for people with a spirit of adventure and a 
love of travel. 

Film festival on its way
TICKETS for Blur’s reunion in Hyde 
Park on June 20, featuring Kent guitarist 

Graham Coxon, are now on sale. 
Coxon, who lives near Canterbury, will be 

returning to the Blur fold in preparation for 
the band’s first new album in 12 years. 

He quit the band during the recording of 
2003’s Think Tank before reuniting for 
various live performances since.

General admission will be £88. 

Blur tickets are on sale
A wine tour and high tea will be offered 
at the Hush Heath Estate in Staplehurst 

on March 14 and 15. 
Celebrating Mother’s Day, all Mums will 

be treated to a glass of Balfour Brut Rose on 
arrival, followed by a guided tour of the 
winery and a high tea. 

Tours must be pre-booked in advance. 
For more details, visit visit www.hushheath.

com or call 01622 832794.

Wine tour and high tea

M
ASTERCHEF judges 
John Torode and 
Gregg Wallace aren’t 
known for getting 
emotional on screen.

But 2012 contestant Shelina Per-
malloo’s Mauritian-inspired cooking 
left the firm but fair pair all a-flutter.

First, there was Torode, who 
welled up after tasting Permalloo’s 
exotic deep-fried soft shell crab.

“He had tears in his eyes; I think 
he said he’d come home,” former 
charity worker Permalloo recalls. “It 
was one of those turnaround mo-
ments, when I realised you shouldn’t 
fake what it is that you love, and if 
you love what you cook, other people 
love it too.”

Born in Southampton to Mauri-
tian parents, Permalloo has been 

busy with two cookbooks, restaurant 
work and roadshows since her win.

Her latest project is the Love Your 
Freezer campaign with Sainsbury’s, 
which aims to inspire families to get 
the most from their freezers.

“Frozen food doesn’t have to be the 
breadcrumbed, heavy things that 
people typically think of. It can be 
light, fresh, and perfect for winter as 
well,” says Permalloo.

“I think freezers have had a bad rep 
for a long time, and the most impor-
tant thing about using your freezer is 
making the most of it - making 
things colourful, fresh and full of fla-
vour.”

The 31-year-old does admit to hav-
ing found a few random ingredients 
in the “abyss of the freezer” from 
time to time - including an exploded 

bag of frozen thyme.
“It happens to the best of us!” she 

says. “Organising your freezer’s re-
ally important, labelling it properly 
and cycling it the way you would 
with your fridge.”

Much of Permalloo’s cuisine is in-
spired by her mother, Sheila, who she re-
cently enjoyed a trip to Mauritius with.

So who’s the better cook these 
days? “My mum’s food is what I crave 
whenever I’ve been away or I’m feel-
ing low, or I’ve got a cold. Technical-
ly, I’ve got more skills than her, but 
she’s definitely the better cook,” Per-
malloo says with a laugh.

“Mum loves my food, she’s really 
supportive. She’s all about taste and 
smell - an old school cook, no measure-
ments, just feeling as she goes along. I 
think that’s the best way to cook.”

Permalloo is also proud aunt to 
four nephews, who range in age from 
one to nine.

“All the kids love getting involved 
in food, they get really excited. If they 
can be involved in the process, they 
want to eat it,” she says.

“Kiran, who’s seven, is a little food-
ie. I can definitely imagine him being 
the next judge on MasterChef - he’s 
very, very shrewd with his words.”

Permalloo admits it’s been “an in-
credible couple of years” since she 
picked up her MasterChef trophy.

However, even though some “ re-
ally great experiences” have come 
her way, “don’t ever forget where you 
came from”, she adds.

“Being close to the family for me is 
what food was always about. I can’t 
live without them at all.”

Why the secret to making winning food is love
Masterchef winner Shelina Permalloo talks about food, family, and how her passion inspires her... 

EASY: This meal can be made from 
frozen ingredients
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IT FOLLOWS 
(15, 100 mins) Thriller/Horror/
Romance

IN WES Craven’s post-modern 
1996 slasher Scream, a geeky 
cinephile played by Jamie Kennedy 
detailed the universally accepted 
rules for surviving a horror film.

“You can never have sex,” he 

explained. “Big no-no. Sex equals 
death.”

Writer-director David Robert 
Mitchell expands on this notion of 
fatal carnality in his impressive 
second feature: a skin-crawling 
jaunt into alcohol-fuelled teen angst 
that eschews the usual array of 
knife-wielding maniacs and 
masked bogeymen.

Instead, It Follows pits a group of 
unsuspecting teenage protagonists 
against the insidious threat of a 
sexually transmitted spectre that 
silently and mercilessly stalks each 
deflowered victim.

You can run but you cannot hide.

THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC 
MARIGOLD HOTEL 
(PG, 122 mins) Comedy/Drama/
Romance

TOWARDS the end of The Second 
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel, a secret 
inspector is asked for an honest 

assessment of Jaipur’s luxury 
development for residents in their 
golden years.

The inspector concludes that 
behind the scenes, management of 
the hotel is shambolic but unerring 
affection for the staff makes it a 
four-star destination.  The same 
honest appraisal applies to John 
Madden’s entertaining sequel: Ol 
Parker’s script is haphazard and 
several plot strands are flimsy but 
our emotional investment in the 
characters papers over the cracks.

While the first film was lovingly 
adapted from Deborah Moggach’s 
novel These Foolish Things, The 
Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
tumbles straight out of the script-
writer Parker’s imagination.  The 
film is certainly a gift: you get 
everything you expect but nothing 
more.

FOCUS 
(15, 105 mins) Drama/Romance

THE con men and women who 
bluff, distract and double-cross in 
this light-fingered drama, operate 
by clearly defined rules.

They perform hundreds of petty 
thefts rather than one major heist 
because there is safety in volume, 
they refuse to steal from the 
vulnerable, and they never allow 
sentiment to cloud their cold-heart-
ed, cash-oriented judgement.  

“Love will get you killed in this 
racket,” grizzles one veteran of the 
hustle.

Focus is a familiar tale of old 
scoundrels performing new tricks, 
which lacks erotic charge.

The second act in Argentina is an 
anti-climax by comparison that 
plays its winning hand far too early.

In the absence of jeopardy, we 
lose everything, especially interest.

Film Reviews by Damon Smith

FOR the guy that’s the equivalent of 
Gordon Ramsay in the Danish ver-
sion of Hell’s Kitchen, chef Wassim 
Hallal seems a surprisingly agreea-
ble chap. 

Hallal runs the city’s upmarket 
Restaurant Frederikshoj.

“At first, I just wanted to create 
high-end dishes,” he says. “But now I 
want to show that simple food can 
also taste great, as long as it’s made 
with good ingredients.”

Focusing on fresh, seasonal pro-
duce is at the heart of New Nordic 
Cuisine. 

Using organic, regional ingredi-
ents is also the aim of Nordisk Spise-
hus, where Bill and I have dinner. 
The restaurant serves signature 
dishes from Michelin-starred estab-
lishments.  I find the concept a little 
bewildering (shouldn’t a restaurant 
be defined by its own menu?) but it 
seems chef David Johansen, from Co-
penhagen’s one-starred Kokkeriet, is 
pleased. 

Our eight-course dinner (DKK 
899; £90) with wine pairing (DKK 
749; £75) features dishes from five 
Copenhagen restaurants.

Among them is Clou’s salt and sug-
ar cured scallop, topped with tiny 
discs of crispy rye bread and dried 
seaweed, and Kadeau’s squid in 
shrimp emulsion.

I leave, wondering if Nordisk needs 
to be more courageous. Given its 
dishes seem to hold their own in a 
Michelin-starred menu, does the 
kitchen really need to rely so heavily 
on the creativity of others?

The next morning Bill and I catch 
a ferry to Sweden’s west coast city of 
Gothenburg – we’re heading to the 
Fish Church, a 19th-century fish 
market in a building inspired by Nor-
way’s wooden stave churches that 

were built without pillars.
On a mezzanine at the far end of 

the market is Gabriel, where we’re 
having lunch. It’s run by chef Johan 
Malm, who won the World Oyster 
Opening Championships in 2010.  
We eat sumptuously; fresh oysters 
from Grebbestad (two hours north of 
Gothenburg), the thickest of fish 
soups with sweet prawns and fish 
that’s almost al dente, and grilled 

plaice with browned butter and  
potatoes.

“I kept it simple,” Malm says, “to let 
the quality of the ingredients shine 
through.”

It’s quality again at the city’s new 
Koka restaurant, the latest venture 
from Michelin-starred chef Bjorn 
Persson.

For 14 years he ran the multi-
award winning Kock & Vin. Then, 

listening to customers’ requests for 
more affordable fine dining, he closed 
it down and opened Koka in the same 
premises, winning a best restaurant 
in Sweden award last year.

Our five course dinner (SEK 680; 
£54) with wine pairing (SEK 600; 
£48) includes Swedish crab on a 
mound of leek puree, and pork belly 
with Brussels sprouts and grated 
walnut.

By the time we reach Tromso, in 
North Norway, we’re glad of a “light-
er” supper. We have “just three” 
courses from the a la carte menu at 
Fiskekompaniet, a restaurant over-
looking the harbour, but then get 
carried away with the wine.

I enjoy ravioli filled with   served in 
a blue mussel sauce (NOK 215, £18), 
steamed salted cod with bacon, car-
rots and mushrooms (NOK 325, 
£27), and an apple doughnut (NOK 
145, £12). But it’s the wine that ex-
cels: Macon-Villages 2014 (NOK 
462, £40) with our starter, Madeira 
Boal 1984 (NOK 127, £11 a glass) 
with our pudding, but it’s the Meur-
sault 1er cru Genevrieres 2011 (NOK 
705; £60) that we can’t stop raving 
about.

On our final day, we go fishing. At 
Ersfjordbotn, a small hamlet 15km 
west of Tromso, we meet Trond 
Lorentzen, whose family runs a fish 
processing plant at nearby Brenshol-
men.  We clamber onto his boat and 
chug through the fjord. Gulls bob on 
the water; shoals of herring dart be-
neath.

Gradually, the blue twilight gives 
way to sunrise. The sky turns rose 
and a humpback whale arches grace-
fully through the waves.

As the day grows dark, talk turns 
to our foodie adventure.

“It’s been so much better than 
meatballs,” I joke.

Not just meatballs in Scandinavia
� Karen Bowerman was a 
guest of the Danish, Swedish 
and Norwegian tourist 
boards. For more informa-
tion, visit www.visitdenmark.
co.uk, www.visitsweden.
com and www.visitnorway.
com

By Karen Bowerman

TRAVEL REVIEW: Scandi

DELICIOUS: The ‘fish church’ - making food a religious experience

TRAVEL FACTS
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NEW MENU NOW 
AVAILABLE

Chargrill and our own Smokery Section.  
All Local Produce where possible.

Steak Night 2 for £26.95  
including wine 

Wednesday and Thursday night

Champagne bar
Available for your wedding birthday,  
anniversary and all your celebrations

Sunday Lunch 
1 course £10.50, 2 courses £13.50,  

3 courses £15.50

The Red Lion

 Circa 1364 Crockham Lane, Hernhill, Kent, ME13 9JR  01227 751207  www.theredlion.org

E
VER thought about how 
to capture frost-covered 
holly, close-ups of pretty 
petals or swathes of 
woodland bulbs in fading 

light?
If you’ve not had much success tak-

ing good pictures of your plants, emi-
nent flower and plant photographer 
Clive Nichols offers some useful point-
ers on how aspiring horticultural  
photographers can create pictures to 
frame proudly rather than instantly 
delete.

“If you’re shooting outdoors, give 
yourself the best possible chance of 
success and select somewhere photo-
genic. The garden of a National Trust 
or English Heritage property would be 
a good place to start, or alternatively a 
well-maintained public or privately-
owned garden,” says Nichols, who 
runs online courses on the subject.

“Of course, if you’re lucky enough 
to have a wonderful garden of your 
own, start there.”

The National Gardens Scheme 
(www.ngs.org.uk) has thousands of 
gardens that open nationwide to the 
public in all seasons, so check on your 
nearest open garden and go and visit 
- chat to the owners and they may well 
allow you to take some photographs.

Take note of the weather, he advises.
“Unless you want shots with sub-

ject movement, you should ideally 
shoot on a day when there’s little 
wind. I use sites like BBC Weather to 
check on wind speeds and when they 
drop below 5mph that triggers me to 
go out and take pictures.”

One of the major mistakes that am-
ateurs make when photographing 
plants and gardens is to shoot in 
bright sunlight.

“Although your brain is saying 
‘Wow, this garden looks amazing’, 
your pictures will probably be disap-
pointing because of dark inky shad-
ows and bright, burnt-out high-
lights.

“Put simply, your pictures will 

probably be too contrasty. Shooting 
on overcast days with a bit of sun-
shine pushing through the clouds 
will undoubtedly yield better results 
as the soft, diffused light allows you 
to capture the subtle colour and tex-
ture of flowers and plants.

“Choosing the right time of day is 
also important. You can get good 
shots in the middle of the day, but I 
prefer to shoot with early morning or 

late afternoon light, when the sun-
light is raking across gardens, throw-
ing shadows which add three-dimen-
sionality and depth to your photos.

“I like to shoot towards the sun 
when it’s low in the sky, so your subject 
is lit from behind, which adds beauty 
and sparkle to flowers and foliage.”

For garden scenes, look for inter-
esting features such as statues, topi-
ary, fountains or sundials and shoot 

along pathways to lead the viewers’ 
eyes into the photo.

Most gardens look their best in 
spring and summer, but Nichols 
takes as many pictures in autumn 
and winter. Frost, snow and autum-
nal mists and fog add extra drama to 
your garden and plant photographs, 
so get up early to take some amazing 
photographs - ones that you will be 
proud to show to family and friends.

editorial@kosmedia.com
By Hannah Stephenson

Finding art in your flowerbeds
ART: There are a few tips that could help you take better horticultural photos
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Nightingales or 
easing a crisis?
DEVELOPMENT at Lodge Hill on the 
Hoo Peninsula in Medway was 
subject of an article in Kent on 
Sunday (last week) as the decision to 
allow building has been called by 
central government. 

Although planned for 5,000 
homes, nightingales have colonised 
the area so there is pressure to 
abandon the whole scheme to their 
annual three-month breeding 
season.

Lodge Hill was a military training 
area, with whatever buildings and 
installations the military needed. It 
is just about as brown as a brown 
field can be. 

It has been in the frame for homes 
since Medway’s 2003 Local Plan. 
Since the original plans were drawn 
up there has been a series of public 
consultations before the scheme 
came to our local council for a 
planning decision. 

The decision was agreed across 
the political parties. 

This combined effort has created 
more than a big housing estate. At 
5,000 dwellings with schools, 
doctor’s surgeries, health centre, 
plenty of open space new main 
roads along with plans for employ-
ment within the development it is an 
urban centre that some might even 
call a garden city. 

In all that time and effort 
nightingales have only been 
mentioned quite recently.

Medway with a housing problem 
and a waiting list of 20,000 in a 
region which has a critical shortage 
will not find this scheme solves the 
problem, but to walk away from a 
brown field site ready for develop-
ment would be irresponsible. 

Yet now the whole area has been 
granted Site of Special Scientific 
Interest to protect the birds. 

As our ex-Tory MP now Ukip, 
Mark Reckless said in 2013: “It is 
has become a struggle between the 
interests of 84 nightingales and 
homes for 15,000 people and jobs 
for 5,000”.

Derek Munton, 
Chair, Rochester and Strood 

constituency Labour Party

Campaigners... 
brace for defeat

I READ with interest the excellent 
article on the battle for Lodge Hill in 
the KoS and look forward to seeing 
how it all turns out.

It just so happens I was one of the 
campaigners fighting against 
Ashford Borough Council to try and 
stop them approving development 
on 1,000 acres of agricultural land 
in Chilmington Green, Ashford.

We were promised 1,000 jobs over 
25 years, four new schools, a 
discovery park, a community 
centre, park and ride, lots of local 
shops even a place of worship.

When the artist`s impressions of 
how it all would look on completion, 
was published, even I was im-
pressed.

We submitted an 8,000 signature 

petition in opposition to 10 Down-
ing street which was completely 
ignored, we had a local referendom 
which gave a 96 per cent majority 
opposed to the scheme, this was also 
ignored, we attended the Govern-
ment Inspectorate’s meeting and 
spoke in opposition, again complete-
ly ignored.

So all I can say to the people of 
Medway is, yes, you need homes, but 
not at any cost, and £150,000 for an 
(affordable home) is not cheap.

We all read the papers and look in 
the estate agents and a cheap home 
is about £250,000 so £25,000 
deposit, two per cent commission to 
the agent, another £5,000, plus 
£1,000 solicitors fee’s and survey-
or’s fees, not mentioning moving 
expenses; the average working class 
guy in Medway has no chance.

Remember the council will 
receive a huge multi-million pound 
grant from the government’s 
housing fund on approval, the 
consortium of builders will make a 
fortune, and whoever owns the land 
will pocket millions. 

This to house people from London 
who can no longer afford the high 
rents and rates.

By the way, we were defeated in 
the Ashford borough vote and the 
housing will go ahead.

Peter Williamson, 
Chilmington Green

Land Securities 
not land owner
IN YOUR KoS article on Lodge Hill 
you state, “Land Securities is the 
owner of the land”. This is incorrect. 
The land is owned by the Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation (DIO), a 
Government agency.

It is quite fundamental to under-
standing the situation. Land Securi-
ties is the DIO’s development partner, 
but the land is owned by the Govern-
ment.

Duncan Bonfield, 
Director of corporate 

communications, Land Securities

Don’t close the 
Glebe Way route

WHILST appreciating this emotive 
time after a teenager’s death on the 
Glebe Way level crossing in Whitsta-
ble; may I make a plea via this 
newspaper that the crossing is kept 
open.

It is used daily by people in the 
hundreds as a regular route for 
coming and going to work, as a short 
cut into town, by dog owners walking 
their dogs across the golf course path, 
by visitors and locals going to the 

beach, joggers out for a run, even just 
people out to take the air.

Even the official monitors of the 
crossing this week, have voiced 
surprise at just how busy it is.

On this basis, may I implore the 
crossing be kept open.

I and the majority of those I have 
spoken to, are happy for the crossing 
to stay as it is, while some have 
suggested flashing lights or an electric 
lock to stop the gate opening 60 
seconds before a train is due.

A few suggested a bridge, but 
unfortunately a bridge is often a 
barrier to many older people who can 
not easily manage the stairs; a 
problem I experience myself.

Please keep Glebe Way crossing 
open; it is used quite happily by 
hundreds of people daily, and is an 
important part of our town. 

Peter Cronin-Hill, 
Whistable

Keep paying for 
your roads

YOUR reader Peter Missons (KoS, 
letters last week) may think (as many 
do) the payment method for the 
Dartford Crossing is a ‘Dick Turpin’ 
rip-off, but like all readers he should 
note that only Ukip is against any 
form of road tolling.

All other political parties have plans 
to introduce a ‘Roads for the Rich’ 
tolling system for the entire road 
network and certainly the EU is well 
ahead in its plans to force all member 
countries to adopt a system of tolling.

Terry Hudson, 
Whitstable

Protect our much 
loved libraries

HOW many of Kent’s residents know 
that Kent County Council wants to 
privatise our libraries?

It has quietly released a so-called 
consultation document about 
handing over their running to a 
charitable trust. 

Where this has happened in other 
parts of the country, there have been 
library closures, removal of mobile 
services, reduction in professional 
staff and decreased opening hours. 

And once the council has washed 
its hands of libraries, what can 
residents do about it? Very little. 

I was lucky enough to be brought 
up in a home lined with books, but 
many youngsters don’t have this. 

According to the National Literacy 
Trust, three in 10 children live in 
households with no books at all. In 
these days of tapping and swiping, the 
role of books in young people’s lives 
has diminished, but libraries are one 
place where families and individuals, 
regardless of wealth, have access to as 
many books as they like. This 
promotes equality and opens up a new 
world to children.

Are you, as a resident of Kent, 
happy to sit by and let the council put 
our libraries at risk? If not, go to 
http://tinyurl.com/kentlibs to register 
your opposition to this threat to Kent’s 
libraries.

Jane Darling, 
Whitstable
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your say…

Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters.

Send us your views. 
Write to: Kent House,   
81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP
Email:
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
Twitter:
             @kosmedia

LAST year, 1,954 speeding offences 
were committed by foreign 
motorists in Kent alone.

What’s more, from January to 
October 2014, foreign drivers across 
the UK escaped paying over 
£2.3million in speeding fines. This 
is because most foreign drivers 
detected by speed cameras are not 
registered with the DVLA and so are 
difficult to track down.

Now, thanks to a new law voted 
on last week in the European 
Parliament, foreign drivers will be 
forced to pay up when they commit 
speeding offences.

Police forces are set to have access 
to a European database of car 

registration numbers which will 
enable them to send out speeding 
fines to foreign drivers across the 
EU. The knock-on effect will be an 
improvement in safety on our roads 
and more cash recovered in fines.

This is great example of how 
cooperation across Europe can help 
us tackle issues which impact on our 
day-to-day safety and wellbeing. 
The UK has up to two years to fully 
implement the new law. 

I’m calling on Kent Police to make 
full use of it so that all drivers on our 
roads are held accountable. 

Catherine Bearder
MEP, Lib Dems, for South East 

England

Foreign speeders to 
finally face the music

LETTER OF THE WEEK
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Huge Stock - Low Prices

Orchard Fencing ltd

Call us 
today for a 
competitive 

price!

info@orchardfencing.co.uk | www.orchardfencing.co.uk

Catford 020 8698 4064 
Ardoch Road, Catford, London SE6 1SZ

Erith 01322 347799 
Landau Way, Darent Park Industrial Estate, 
Wallhouse Road, Erith, Kent DA8 2LF

Welling 020 8855 6961 
Stephenson Close, Welling, Kent DA16 3AT

Offering an  

extensive range of 

fencing & materials  

for Commercial, 

Domestic, Industrial  

& Agricultural  

service
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t Hever Castle 
by Terence Day from 
Penshurst

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia.
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and  a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi.

If your picture is printed on  
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of…
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To advertise in the next edition of  business monthly  
please call Jerry Barrett on 01233 653 461 or email jerry.barrett@archant.co.uk

CONCEPT TRAINING

Send us your business news. 
Phone: 01223 653481
Write to: Kent House,   
81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP
Email:
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
Twitter:
             @kosmedia 

For more business visit 
businessforkent.co.uk
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Care company 
makes ground
INNOVATIVE 
home care 
company Exper-
tise Homecare has 
enjoyed a strong 
start to 2015 in 
Kent, securing the 
launch of a 
super-sized franchise which 
stretches between Sevenoaks 
and Maidstone. The hi-tech care 
company uses bespoke 
software to streamline delivery 
of care, making time consuming 
form filling a thing of the past.

Risky business 
gets on shortlist
ASHFORD-based training 
company, The Training Effect, 
has had its school-based 
Risk-Avert programme 
shortlisted in two categories at 
this year’s Local Government 
Chronicle Awards. 

The programme - which has 
been piloted in Medway - helps 
vulnerable young people 
assess, manage and avoid risk 
in their lives.

Medway retailers 
get tasty treat
A SWEET treat is in store for 
Rochester confectionary retailers 
as specialist wholesaler Han-
cocks opens its new store today 
(March 1).

The shop - which is an 
impressive 14,000 square feet - 
will stock than 5,000 products for 
local retailers. It has already 
boosted the local economy, with 
Hancocks using Medway’s 
tradesmen to fit out the building, 
while also creating 10 new jobs.

N
ANOTECHNOLOGY is 
something that most in 
Kent won’t have heard 
of, but which could 
revolutionise the way 

we live, saving public money, and 
people’s time.

While the new industry has 
flown largely under the radar for 
most, the county has become 
something of a hot spot.

Nanotechnology is the science of  
working to control matter at the 
level of atoms and molecules.

Many of Kent’s nanotechnology 
companies have set up shop at the 
former Pfizer site in Sandwich, 

now the Discovery Park.
One of the companies based there 

is Alpha Nano Solutions, which is 
working to create solutions that 
help repel dirt, oil, water and 
corrosion from almost all surfaces. 
This could save billions of pounds in 
the cost of cleaning and repainting 
surfaces, as well as making harsh 
chemical cleaners obsolete. The 
company recently astonished 
crowds by demonstrating that it 
could actually waterproof individu-
al grains of sand.

The firm’s managing director, 
James Pound, says the technology is 
starting to give birth to revolution-
ary new products.

He said: “Nano is a new type of 
technology, but it really could 
change how we do things in the 

future. We are already doing some 
amazing things, and with more 
research and knowledge, what we 
can achieve will get bigger and 
better. Our scientists demonstrated 
the almost incredible potential for 
the water proofing applications of 
their coatings.”

In a bid to put east Kent at the 
heart of nanotechnology innova-
tion, Discovery Park is getting set to 
host the first ever World Nano 
Summit on March 18. Industry 
leaders, academia and science will 
be brought together at the event to 
discuss innovation in the field, and 
the future of the industry. 

The summit will also break new 
ground, hosting the launch of the 
World Nano Foundation and Nano 
Valley UK Business Hub.

Tiny technology that 
could make big money
by Jamie Weir
Jamie.Weir@archant.co.uk

NANO: Small but mighty technology which could make serious cash for business in the county
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Bureau offers a  
perfect choice  
of venues in Kent
Kent Conference Bureau provides a variety of free services to 
help ensure each and every event is a success from beginning 
to end.

Kent Conference Bureau is the official organisation charged with 
promoting the county as a first class destination for conferences, 
training and events including Christmas functions.

Make your next event one to remember, the bureau represents 
over 60 of the county’s top venues and are dedicated to making 
life simpler by offering free, impartial, practical advice, and a 
written personalised proposal detailing rates + availability with 
one working day.

Kent Conference Bureau is currently arranging a familiarisation 
visit; this is a complimentary offer to give you an introduction to 
venues available in Kent. The aim of these days is to give you a 
taste of the area’s facilities. It will be a relaxing day with no ‘hard 
sell’. To register your interest please contact the bureau.

For more information contact  
Kent Conference Bureau
Email: info@kentconferencebureau.co.uk  
Tel: 01622 602485
Visit: www.kentconferencebureau.co.uk 
Find us on Twitter @kentconference PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 - OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686

A great place to do business ...

Discover the 
advantages of a 
local business 
base on your 

doorstep
At Basepoint we offer a number of benefits to help you stay local and 
keep costs down for your business.
For more information on how we can help you benefit from being local, contact 
your nearest centre and quote ‘Think Local’

Offices | Flexi-Space | Virtual Licences | Meeting Rooms
Unique workspaces for your business

�

�
Cut out this voucher

Pop it into your wallet

Put your feet up (it’s Sunday for heaven’s sake!)

On Monday, open up your wallet, take out this voucher, and call this number

We’re really rather good at creative design, web, branding  

and video. Oh, and we also have in-house print facilities too.

Our priority is to protect your interests, 

individually as well as in business. 

We make sure you get the best out of the world 
you create. Our approach is always personal and 
in a changing world, our support is a constant - 
and enables our clients to achieve their goals. 

Maidstone Office, Cornwallis House

Pudding Lane, Maidstone

Kent, ME14 1NH

Telephone: 01622 754033

But businesses don’t grow by accident. A robust 
marketing strategy developed by experts to 
meet your specific needs can help give your 
business the boost it needs.

You could get up to £2,000 towards  
developing your growth strategy -  
ask us how.

Of course you want more!
More leads.
More clients.
More profit.

Contact Concept Training 01233 896645
info@concepttraining.co.uk 
www.concepttraining.co.uk

YOUR FUTURE STARTS WITH US

CONCEPT 
TRAINING

As an accredited training provider we 
offer various trade apprenticeships 

and training programmes in the 
construction industry.

We run a rolling apprenticeship programme so you 
don’t need to wait until next September to start. 
By offering an alternative to 6th form and a pre 
apprenticeship training course, our staff identify 

those ready to start their apprenticeship.

� Start an apprenticeship � Employ an apprentice
� Sign up for NVQ up to level 7 

� Update/Renew your CSCS or CPCS cards

For any of the following:

RICS South East Conferences
RICS promotes and enforces the highest 
proffesional qualifications and standards in 
the development and management of land, 
real estate, construction and infrastructure. 
Our name promises the consistant delivery of 
standards - bringing confidence to the markets 
we serve.

With this in mind RICS offers you local CPD 
events to your doorstep, helping you gain 
recognition through professional standards 
and earn your CPD hours with confidence:

RICS CPD Series 2015
Various Locations, South of England
rics.org/cpdseries

WW Martin Ltd, Dane Park Road,  

Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7LT

T: 01843 591584  |  E: enquiry@wwmartin.co.uk  

|  Web: www.wwmartin.co.uk

Areas of Expertise
Our portfolio to date shows that we are able to undertake projects up to £7m in most market sectors, including 
education, commercial, residential, community, leisure and health, in addition to numerous restoration projects 

and domestic projects utilising our highly skilled directly employed tradesmen.

Profile
WW Martin is a long established building contractor that has built a reputation for providing a quality service 

with a non-confrontational approach and we pride ourselves on achieving an extremely high proportion of 
repeat work.  We have the right attitude and balance of working to the traditions and ethics of a company 

formed over 130 years ago together with today’s modern construction techniques and ever changing legislation.

Geographical coverage includes the South East of England and Southern Home Counties.
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By Steve Loader
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in…

» For more cars visit

Powered by

A 
TOUGH recession was required to 
convince 4x4 fans that they didn’t 
actually need all-wheel drive to get 
the ‘funky chunky’ looks they crave.

Instead, economical front-wheel 
drive ‘soft roaders’ are now the norm rather than 
those with full 4x4 kit.

But what if you still need decent yet affordable 
off-road ability wrapped up in a family size car? It 
would seem that Jeep – America’s 4x4 star – has 
answers for would-be buyers in both camps, 
launching the mid-size Cherokee last year and fol-
lowing up now with an all-new junior model.

Like the Cherokee, the new Renegade, comes in 
front-wheel drive as well as 4x4 format – true to a 
World War II battlefield heritage – but it’s Jeep’s 
first entry into the small SUV cum crossover sec-
tor dominated by Nissan’s Qashqai and Juke, with 
other key rivals being the Skoda Yeti and Vaux-
hall Mokka.

The potential edge for the Renegade is Jeep’s 4x4 
image and keen pricing from only £16,995 for the 
front-wheel drive 1.6-litre eTorq Evo 110hp Sport.

Even the highly specified 2.0-litre MJet 170hp 
4x4 Auto Low Trailhawk flagship model costs just 
£27,995.

Interestingly though, the Renegade is the first 

Jeep to be built in Italy - home of the brand’s 
modern day parent Fiat.

It is also the first vehicle from Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles to be developed jointly by Italian 
and American designers and engineers; not so 
strange though when you remember that Fiat’s 
small Panda 4x4 has long been revered for its 

own off-road prowess. Jeep claims the newcomer 
is the right size for both city and countryside, of-
fering best-in-class cabin space, good on-road dy-
namics and supreme off-road capabilities in 4x4 
form. It has a five-star Euro NCAP safety rating 
and is the first in class to offer a nine-speed auto-
matic transmission.

Jeep’s Renegade 4x4 has  
both the style and history 

RENEGADE : Jeep 
claims the newcomer 
is the right size for both 
city and countryside, 
offering best-in-class 
cabin space, good 
on-road dynamics and 
supreme off-road  
capabilities in 4x4 form
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Vauxhall Insignia Sports 
Tourer SRi Nav 2.0CDTi 
16v (140PS) ecoFLEX 
Start/Stop
Price:  from £22,949
Driving appeal:  ����

Image:  �����

Space:  ����

Value:  �����

Running costs:  ����

How green?:  ����

Best rival:  VW Passat

L
ITHE yet roomy estates are 
trendy – not that you’d 
know them by that label.

Vauxhall’s sleek Insignia 
Sports Tourer is a case in 

point and there are plenty of 
load-lugging rivals with similarly 
exotic pseudonyms.

But few are as handsome as the big 
Vauxhall, which benefitted from a 
subtle midlife facelift that has 
boosted its elegant looks, while 
tweaking an interior that already 
showed Vauxhall’s upmarket 
aspirations.

Indeed, if it carried a prestigious 
German badge on the front I’m 
convinced the Insignia would be even 
more familiar on the road; remember 
that its launch was highlighted by the 
prestigious European Car of the Year 
award in 2009.

Mind you, that sharply tailored 
rear end means it can’t compete for 
full-on cargo capacity (1,530 litres) 
with its predecessor, the drab and 
hearse-like Vectra Estate, which  
offered 1,850 litres of cargo space 
with rear seats down.

Then again, Vauxhall has the 
classy Zafira Tourer for those 
needing a convertible van, while 
German executive marques have 
already shown how modern estate 

buyers want style and prestige as 
well as practicality.

The Insignia is no slouch when 
judged from behind the wheel either, 
gaining from chassis mods also made 
during the aforementioned 2013 
facelift, though it is worth checking 
out the tauter and more rewarding 

Sport chassis that comes as standard 
on the SRi line-up – as tested here.

Inside, the cabin mixes the quality 
and practicality that Vauxhall has 
deployed in an attempt to elbow into 
an ‘upper mainstream’ club with the 
likes of Honda and VW.

There is lots of space to stretch out 

front and back, good seats, and 
excellent headroom – this is a big car 
for the money and you can usually 
haggle down list prices.

Specification levels are generous, 
despite the fact that prices have been 
reduced or pegged since the facelift, 
with all versions now getting a DAB 

digital radio, Bluetooth connectivity 
and a leather steering wheel. 

Which engine though? There’s lots 
of choice, though most buyers and 
company car users opt for the smooth 
2.0CDTi diesel tested here. Available 
in 120PS (119bhp), 140PS (138bhp) 
and 163PS (160bhp) outputs, you’ll 
also pay no road tax on the first two 
due to ultra-low CO2 emissions.

But don’t ignore the petrol options; 
the Insignia might be a big car but 
£18,884 gets you into the entry 
model in the line-up, a lively 140PS 
(138bhp) 1.4-litre petrol turbo, 
which makes real sense with the 
£2,600 saving on list price against 
an equivalent 140PS diesel, plus the 
continuing differential between 
petrol and diesel fuel at the pumps.

Load lugging in style with the Insignia
Vauxhall’s handsome Insignia Sports Tourer would be even more popular if it 
had a fancy German badge on its nose, writes Steve Loader...
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Car registrations soaring as 
consumer confidence grows 
I

F CAR registrations are any-
thing to go by then the UK 
economy, backed by growing 
business and consumer confi-
dence, is really motoring.

According to the industry’s 
mouthpiece, the SMMT (Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders) 
there were 2,476,435 new cars reg-
istered in the UK last year – the most 
in a calendar year since 2004.

It was also the fourth-largest fig-
ure of all time, with the UK market 
growing 9.3 per cent ahead of 2013, 
contrasting with an EU average of 
5.7 per cent, and also making us the 
EU’s second largest motor market, 
behind Germany and ahead of 
France, Italy and Spain.

And while city cars and super-
minis now dominate sales due to the 
drive to economise and downsize, 
there was relatively huge growth in 
the plug-in car market – electrics 
and hybrids – from 3,586 units in 
2013 to 14,498 in 2014.

SMMT chief executive Mike Hawes 
said: “UK new car registrations re-
turned to pre-recession levels in 
2014, as pent-up demand from the 
recession years, combined with con-
fidence in the economy, saw con-
sumer demand for the latest models 
grow consistently and strongly.

“The year was particularly strong 
for alternatively-fuelled vehicles as 

increased choice, coupled with a 
growing desire for reduced costs 
and greater efficiency, resulted in a 
quadrupling of plug-in car registra-
tions over 2013. 

“With a variety of new plug-in 
models expected in 2015, this area 
of the market will continue to grow 

significantly. For the market as a 
whole, we expect a more stable 2015 
as demand levels off.”  

The rising trend of recent years 
has also been driven by flexible fi-
nancing and, notably, the boom in 
the PCP (Personal Contract Plan) 
schemes that help motorists work 

out exactly what their monthly mo-
toring budget will be.

Many would-be buyers have also 
realised that buying a more eco-
nomical and modern new car is a 
morale-boosting way to use sav-
ings, which may still be earning lit-
tle or no interest at present. 

FRENCH RIVAL: But the Czech newcomer will have its work cut out against the established style of the latest 
Renault Clio

SUPERMINI STAR: Skoda’s third generation Fabia has just hit the UK market
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By Steve Loader
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

» For more cars visit

Powered by
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You must take 
the test drive

R
OAD test articles should 
be fairly objective – it’s 
what we aim for in our 
own Kent on Sunday 
Driving section.

But they can only ever give you a 
snapshot or a pointer to your next 
car, so the test drive is crucial. Here 
are some tips:

Book early: New Reg is a busy 
time for dealers and this is a big 
purchase, so map out a ‘test drive 
campaign’ where you drive your 
chosen candidates soon after one 
another to allow more accurate 
comparisons. You are helped here by 
dealers choosing ‘motor city’ sites like 
Broad Oak at Canterbury, Ashford’s 
Orbital Park and Dowding Way, 
Tunbridge Wells – you can get from 
one dealer to another quickly –  but 
don’t leave bookings to the last minute.

Don’t be hurried: So, it is a busy 
period, but insist you get enough time 
with the car to drive it in all situa-
tions: in town traffic, on the motor-
way – or some high speed cruising at 
least – and on less well-maintained 
rural roads. An hour should be 

sufficient, as long as you avoid getting 
stuck in a rush hour jam.

What are you looking for?: If 
you do get an hour and experience of 
different road surfaces, you will get a 
better idea of seat and ride comfort, 
how refined it is in terms of engine, 
wind, tyre and mechanical noise. 
And especially...

Do you like the controls?: A 
decade ago, these were pretty 
standard and it was easy to switch 
from one car to another and quickly 
find your way around the dashboard. 
Ironically, many carmakers are now 
going their own way in search of the 
best ergonomics or human interac-
tion with the controls, but they don’t 
suit everyone. Just one bone of 
contention is the modern electronic 
handbrake and the many different 
installations by different brands.

Is it the right spec?: Try to get a 
test car as close to the one you are 
interested in, even if you have to 
wait a few days for the dealer to 
arrange it or have to go to another 
dealership. Chances are the dealer 
will have a higher spec model than 
the one you want, it’s then easier to 
be seduced by the car, although this 

can backfire if it is one fitted with 
larger wheels - these may look better 
but can affect ride comfort.

Make it a family outing: It can 
be a painful process of ‘are we there 
yet?’ proportions, but try to get as 
many of the would-be car users 
involved in the test drive – drivers 
and non-drivers. The sort of issues 
here are: yes, it’s great for those in 
the front but what about comfort 

and visibility in the rear? There are 
three seat belts, but is there really 
room for three across the back seat, 
especially if one place has to take a 
strap-in child seat or booster as well? 
Can I lift shopping in and out of the 
boot easily or indeed, is there much of 
a boot?

Don’t be rushed: Whether you 
have one candidate or several cars to 
check out, don’t sit down and sign on 

the dotted line unless 100 per cent 
sure the car’s right for you. Chances 
are it won’t be - or for your finances 
perhaps. So go away and consider 
options and choices; maybe leave the 
salesman with a reason to be 
cheerful by asking whether it would 
be OK to come back later for another 
test drive. If the reaction is not good 
then you’ve learned something there 
too!

By Steve Loader

PUT THESE 
TO THE TEST: 
Subaru’s versatile 
4x4 Forester SUV, 
the classy little 
Peugeot 308, or 
Honda’s smart 
Civic hatch with 
frugal 1.6-litre 
diesel
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WHICH HORSE 
IS RIGHT 
FOR YOUR 
COURSE?: the 
racy Alfa Romeo 
Giulietta, practi-
cal yet stylish 
Volvo XC60 SUV, 
or a town centre 
dodgem like the 
Renault Twingo
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Save the environment 
and your pounds too
I

T’S good to choose cars that are 
eco-friendly, but savvy drivers 
know that going green also 
saves money.

Many new models not only 
help to offset ever-rising fuel bills, but 
also lower or even remove road tax 
bills altogether. The latest tax 
bandings range from zero for cars 
with the lowest CO2 emissions 
(below 100g/km) right up to £1,065 
a year for gas guzzling limos or 4x4s.

Naturally, anyone spending 
£50,000-100,000 on a car won’t 
worry about small change like that, 
but most of us like saving a few quid 
on fuel and tax, while also doing our 
bit for the environment.

Longer term, electric cars may be 
the answer because they are quiet, 
cheap to fuel and emission free at the 
point of use, but battery technology 
must catch up and the emissions 
argument for electric is misleading.

Until we have zero emission power 
stations, electric cars simply transfer 
the CO2 and noxious gas output from 
exhaust pipe to belching chimney. 
Production of hydrogen to power our 
cars raises a similar dilemma.

Are hybrids the answer then? 

Well, they tend to be dearer upfront, 
but the savings in running costs and 
tax can be significant and particu-
larly for company car drivers.

On the other hand, conventional 
internal combustion engine running 
costs and emissions are falling while 
efficiency increases.

In fact, things are moving so fast 
that you marvel at what Government 
prodding has achieved.

Most carmakers now have an eco 
sub-brand, but weigh potential 
long-term savings against upfront 

cost – if you don’t cover enough miles 
to make the fuel savings offset the eco 
car’s purchase price, conventional 
alternatives may be a better bet.

Don’t ignore petrol cars either; the 
higher price of diesels and the fuel at 
the pumps must be compared with 
new small capacity low emission/
consumption yet lively turbocharged 
petrol engines. And if you are 
considering a supermini or family 
hatchback, it’s probably best to avoid 
diesel completely unless covering 
‘galactic’ mileages.

GREENING IT: the economic and tax advantages of petrol-electric 
hybrids like the Lexus CT200h (left) or Toyota Prius (below) are compelling, 
but is the future in electric cars like the Renault Zoe (above)?
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So what’s in a colour?
T

EN years ago you would 
have been pilloried down 
at the pub for admitting 
you had just ordered your 
brand spanking new motor 

in white. But, like a boxer once 
spread-eagled on the canvas, that 
colour has recovered to become the 
nation’s favourite for new cars.

Almost a quarter of new motors 
registered in 2014 were white, the 
most since records began, and up from 
less than one per cent a decade ago.

It just goes to prove how hard it is 
to read the colour code and pick a 
hue you like that is also trendy, yet 
will still be saleable later on.

After all, you don’t want a dud 
colour that saddles you with a car 
that then becomes hard to sell on or 
part exchange later, like houses once 
blighted by one of those hideous 
1970s bathroom suites, such as 
Avocado, Acid Green and Latte 
Brown.

White’s return is one of the great 
comebacks in car fashion though, 
and revealed by new figures from the 
motor industry body, the SMMT 
(Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders).

These show white was last year’s 
top choice for the second year 
running – accounting for 2,476,435 
or 22.2 per cent of registrations

Maybe it’s a sign of global warming 
and hotter summers, causing car 

buyers to choose white because it 
reflects the heat, as well as handling 
wear and tear and mechanical car 
washes well. It also seems a popular 
choice on eco-friendly models – a 
way of proclaiming your care for the 
environment.

If heat is a factor then black’s 

second position could be in jeopardy; 
never far off the top places, it took 19 
per cent of the market last year, 
followed by grey metallic (14 per 
cent) at number three.

Red is a perennial and gained a 13 
per cent slice of sales, but silver – 
once a strong leader – has now fallen 

back to sixth place.
Our tip for the next colour star is 

yellow: it not only looks good on 
sporting cars, but is said to be safer 
because it stands out more, a factor 
that caused BT’s forerunner, Post 
Office Telephones, to change its then 
‘camouflage green’ vehicle livery to 

Golden Yellow in 1968.
It changed again in 1991 to grey, 

apparently because the newly 
privatised company wanted a new 
corporate look, though some say the 
switch was due to losing money when 
it came to sell its ‘yellow peril’ vans. 

But, as we know, tastes change.  

WHITE’S GREAT COMEBACK: this racy Alfa Romeo MiTo supermini 
wears the number one colour choice, but black on this Skoda Octavia, and 
red on this Citroen DS3 are perennial favourites.
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C
AR owners used to service 
and maintain their 
motors themselves as 
much as possible, but it’s 
now largely left to the 

professional technician – as garages 
prefer to call them now.

With modern cars also being far 
more reliable, we’ve become compla-
cent about car care too, often ignoring 
faults and stretching service intervals 
longer than we should, endangering 
the warranty and provenance of the 
vehicle when we come to sell – which 
could cost you money.

So, having bought a new car:
■ Get it serviced at the correct 
mileages, or annually, and ensure 
the servicing book is stamped, 
although many motor marques have 
switched to centralised digital 
records.
■ Check the warranty to ensure 
there are no possible pitfalls that 
might endanger the guarantee.
■ Act on recalls from the manufac-
turer, even if they don’t relate 
specifically to safety – it will help 
maintain the car’s warranty and 
future saleability.
■ An MOT certificate does not 
guarantee a car’s safety and 
reliability, even if it has just passed. 
Problems can arise at any time and 
must be checked as soon as possible.
■ Check lights regularly for safety 
and legality. Get used to Lighting Up 

in the garage or when nosed in, or 
backed up, to a wall.
■ Check tyre tread depths and 
pressures – including the spare – 
monthly. Though the legal tread 
depth is 1.6mm, experts advise 

replacement at 2mm, especially in 
winter.
■ Keep oil, windscreen washer, 
coolant, power steering, clutch and 
brake fluid levels topped up without 
over-filling, and make those checks 

on level ground. Don’t wait for 
warning lights; it could be too late to 
prevent damage or compromise 
safety.
■  Replace wiper blades. There is no 
point in keeping the washer full if 

blades are worn or split. But if the 
windscreen is covered with bugs and 
grease, don’t expect the washer and 
wipers to cope – use a spray and 
elbow grease.

Don’t just buy it – look after it well too

TAKE CARE: the Subaru 
Impreza, Hyundai i30 and 
Toyota Yaris all come with 
a five-year warranty, but 
this protection only works 
if you maintain the service 
record and respond to any 
recalls. 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the 
two hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in 
Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the 
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing 

excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, 
Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic 

equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care.

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for  
the following staff:

Administrator – Ashford 
Full time   Hours: 37.5 per week   Closing date: 06/03/2015

Salary: £17,088.88 per annum

Qualifications and Experience
•  Maths and English GCSE A – C Grade

•  2 years’ experience working in an administrative environment
•  Audio Typing experience

•  Excellent IT Skills (Word, Excel, Booking systems)

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Nikkie Cooke, Patient Administration Supervisor on 01233 

616201

For a job description and application form please visit www.
spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer.  
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check.

FURNITURE  
SALES CONSULTANTS  
REQUIRED
We have vacancies for highly motivated 
Furniture Sales Consultants with knowledge 
of upholstery, beds and cabinet to join our 
extremely successful furniture sales team.
If you have a proven track record in retail 
furniture sales we want to hear from you.
We offer an excellent salary/commission 
package.
Please apply via email to ‘Mark Williams’ 
giving full details of your work history, 
experience and a little bit  
about you as a person.
Email: mark.williams@nasons.co.uk
For more information about us please 
check out our website: www.nasons.co.uk

Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the 
two hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in 
Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the 
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing 

excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, 
Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic 

equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care.

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the 
following staff:

Staff Nurse - Ward – Ashford: 
Part time    Hours: 30 per week     Closing date: 6th March 2015 

Salary: £23k-25k (pro rata), dependent on qualifications and experience     

Qualifications and Experience

•  Registered Nurse 1st level 

•  Evidence of continual professional development

•  Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures

•  Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Liz Justice, Ward Manager on 01233 616256

Staff Nurse - Ward – Margate:
Full time     Hours: 37.5 per week     Closing date: 6th March 2015 

Salary: Dependent on qualifications and experience
Qualifications and Experience

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Mary Guarnieri, Ward Manager on 01843 234249 

For a job description and application form please visit  
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer.  
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check.

Care Staff

Assistant Manager
Required for residential care home in Folkestone

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic and 
committed person.

Must have Minimum NVQ Level 3 Qualification,

And Experience in the role above.

Please call Miss Julia Carter (Home Manager)  
on 01303 254019

Subject to enhanced DBS check and satisfactory references

Payroll Manager
Required as soon as possible

Salary Range £23,752 – £27,222
We are seeking a full time member of staff to join our Payroll Team  

based in Sittingbourne.  Swale Academies Trust is introducing an in-house 
payroll service and we are seeking an experienced Payroll Manager to help 

implement, maintain and provide this service.

The Trust manages monthly external payrolls for 6 schools,  
increasing soon to 8, consisting of over 1,000 employees.  

The ideal candidate will hold a recognised payroll qualification; be an 
experienced multi payroll professional and have evidence of introducing  

a payroll system with successful delivery of a payroll service.  

Recruitment packs are available online at: www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk.

A covering letter of application should be included with your application 
form detailing how you meet the requirements of the job description and  

person specification.  Please note CVs will not be considered unless 
accompanied by an application form.

 Closing date: Tuesday 10 March 2015 (noon)

Interview date: Thursday 12 March 2015

 Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the  
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers  

to share this commitment.  

This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check.

Contact Details 
Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Trust Principal:  Mr J Whitcombe MA  

Trust Personnel Manager: Mrs S Walker swalker@swaleacademiestrust.org.uk

Swale  Academies Trust Company No 7344732  
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS

TO ADVERTISE:

TELEPHONE:  0845 671 4460    EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk    ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent

Local job
search
Local job
found

Fill your job 
vacancies fast
To advertise in this section call:

0845 671 4460 and 020 8477 3720
email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk Week ending March 1, 2015   61

LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES

Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence

John Lewis Plc of Doncastle Road, Bracknell, Berkshire 
RG12 8YB is applying to change an existing license as 
follows
To keep an extra 25 goods vehicles and 10 trailers at the 
operating centre at Forstal Road, Aylesford, Kent ME20 
7AE
To add an operating centre to keep 25 goods vehicles 
and 0 trailers at Surface Car Park, St Michaels Close, 
Aylesford, Kent ME20 7AE
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

PLANNING

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council:

Y15/0059/SH - Daisy Cottage Elmsted Ashford Kent TN25 5JT - 

Erection of a single storey side extension following demolition of 

existing conservatory.

Y15/0060/SH - Daisy Cottage Elmsted Ashford Kent TN25 5JT 

- Listed building consent for the erection of a single storey side 

extension following demolition of existing conservatory.

Y15/0165/SH - 21 Clifton Crescent Folkestone Kent CT20 2EN  

- Felling of a Eucalyptus tree situated within a conservation area

Y15/0111/SH - 78 The Bayle Folkestone Kent CT20 1SJ  - 

Application of insulating render to first floor, rear elevation, 

together with re-rendering of remaining elevations

Y15/0072/SH - 11 Tontine Street Folkestone Kent CT20 

1JT  - Erection of a four and five storey building incorporating 

the retained facade of 69 The Old High Street, following the 

demolition of the remainder of the building in order to create 415 

sq. metres of commercial floor space with a flexible use spanning 

use classes A1 (retail), A2 (financial and professional services), 

A3 (restaurants and cafes), A4 (drinking establishments), B1 

(business) and D2 (assembly and leisure) at lower ground and 

ground floor level in The Old High Street and at ground and first 

floor level in Tontine Street, together with eight self-contained 

residential units above

Y14/1398/SH - 16 - 18 Guildhall Street Folkestone Kent CT20 

1DZ  - Change of use of ground floor from A1 (retail) to A3 

(restaurant, cafe), Installation of flue extraction, erection of rear 

staircase and other external alterations.

Y15/0133/SH - 32 Bartholomew Street Hythe Kent CT21 5BT  - 

Construction of an extension to existing rear dormer

Y15/0155/SH - Mill House The Row Elham Canterbury Kent - 

Listed Building Consent for installation of 1no window to ground 

floor on front (Southeast) elevation.

Y15/0136/SH - 15 Grace Hill Folkestone Kent CT20 1HA  - 

Conversion of upper maisonette to five self-contained flats, 

including first & second-floor level extensions to rear, construction 

of enlarged dormer window to rear roof slope, together with 

change of use of ground floor shop from Class A1 to Class B1(a) 

office, with reinstatement of traditional shop front

Y15/0114/SH - Copthorne The Undercliff Sandgate Folkestone 

Kent - Works to trees situated within a conservation area 

comprising: crown reduction of a Copper Beech (B) by reducing 

the height by a maximum of 3.5 metres and laterals by a 

maximum of 5 metres; reduction of selected lateral limbs by 

approximately 2 metres of a Eucalyptus (A) and crown reduction 

of three Sycamores (C) by reducing the height by a maximum 

of 6.5 metres and laterals on southern side of canopy by a 

maximum of 5 metres.

Y14/0963/SH# - 98 High Street Dymchurch Romney Marsh Kent 

TN29 0NP - Erection of a single storey side/rear extension to 

provide ancillary annexe accommodation.

Y14/1054/SH# - 98 High Street Dymchurch Romney Marsh 

Kent TN29 0NP - Listed building consent for the erection of a 

single storey side/rear extension to provide ancillary annexe 

accommodation.

Representations can be made in writing either on line on 

the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov.

uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 

Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 

Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY.  Please always quote the 

application reference number.  Comments should be made in 

writing within 21 days from the date of publication.  Please note 

that any representations received will be publically viewable on 

the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 

to the Civic Centre, Folkestone.  The applications are marked as 

follows:

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney

� - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 

of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 

which the application relates is situated.

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 

applications can be viewed and comments made online at http://

searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/.

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health

Shepway District Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT 

OF A PREMISES LICENCE
I, Tristan Pemble hereby give notice that we have 
made an application to the Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council for the grant of a New Premises Licence to in 
respect of the following licensable activities:-

 1. sale by retail of alcohol 
 2. provision of regulated entertainment and 
 3. Late Night Refreshment

In respect of the premises situated at 24, Church 
Road,  Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1JP known by the 
sign of Players Coyotes to be known as Oscars. 

The application can be viewed at the offices of the 
Licensing Authority, Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council,The Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 
1RS between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m, Monday to 
Friday (except public holidays) or www.sevenoaks.
gov.uk. Any person wishing to make representations 
concerning this application should do so in writing to 
the above local authority giving in detail stating the 
grounds of objection and within 28 consecutive days 
of the submission of the application that is by no later 
than 17th March 2015.

Any person may make representations on licensing 
objectives grounds only i.e the prevention of crime 
and disorder, the prevention of public nuisance, 
public safety and the protection of children from 
harm. Copies of all representations will be sent to 
the applicant. It is an offence knowingly or recklessly 
to make a false statement in connection with an 
application. Any person who makes a false statement 
is liable on summary conviction to a maximum fine 
of £5,000.

Stephen Thomas LAW, 8,Grassmere, 
Leybourne,Kent ME19 5QP   
Authorised Agents for and on behalf of the applicant.

PURSUANT to the Trustee Act 
1925

 NOTICE is given that all creditors and others having 
any claims against or claiming to be beneficially 
interested in the estate of JAMES BERTRAM 
PANKHURST late of ARCHERS POST, SWAN 
STREET, WITTERSHAM, ISLE OF OXNEY, TN30 
7PJ who died on 2ND DECEMBER 2013 and whose 
Will was proved in the Brighton Principal Probate 
Registry of the Family Division on 12th February 
2015 by SUSAN CHRISTINE PANKHURST the 
executor named in it are required to send particulars 
in writing to the undersigned solicitors on or before 
8th May 2015 after which date the said executor will 
proceed to distribute the assets of the deceased among 
the persons entitled to have them having regard only 
to the claims of which she then has had notice and 
shall not be liable for the assets of the deceased or any 
part of them so distributed to any person or persons of 
whose claims or demands she then has not had notice.

DATED 28th February 2015

BENNETT & CO SOLICITORS, Cornwallis House, 
Pudding Lane, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1NY

Please mention this
paper when replying to 

SMALL ADS

Look local with

Find your next job in London today!

UPDATED  
EVERY HOUR!
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Gills players on short term loans
TONBRIDGE Angels have picked up 
a new goalkeeper after Tom Hadler 
rejoined the team on loan for the rest 
of the season.

The 18-year-old joins the Ryman 
Premier League side on loan from 
Gillingham after he spent time with 
the west Kent side earlier in the 
season.

The keeper wants to get more first 

team action. 
Hadler isn’t the only Gills player 

hunting out first team opportunities.
Gillingham striker Antonio 

German has also departed for 
Aldershot on a one month loan after 
not being picked for the first team 
squad since November last year. 

The striker will stay at Aldershot 
until March 26.

Paralympic skier not 
fit for championship
PARALYMPIC champion Charlotte 
Evans will not be able to guide 
visually impaired skier Kelly 
Gallagher in the 2015 Para-alpine 
World Championships after 
suffering a concussion. 

The 23-year-old, who hails from 
Chatham, was injured when she 
collided with her partner Gallagher 
during training in Austria last month. 

The high speed crash happened 
when partner Gallagher - following 
her in her guide’s slipstream - 
clipped the back of Evans’ skis, with 
the pair taking a tumble.

As a result of her injuries, Evans 
announced that she has been forced 
to miss the championships which 
take place between February 28 and 
March 10 in Panorama, Canada.

Evans, who received an MBE in 
2014 for her services to paralympic 
sport, is said to be showing signs of 
improvement. 

Evans has taken to Twitter to show 
appreciation for  her supporters, 
writing: “Thanks everyone for your 
kind words and support. I am 
getting there, I just have to be 
patient.”

Cricket club announces pre-season friendly
KENT County Cricket Club have an-
nounced that its first game of the 
season will be a friendly against 
Hampshire at The Aegis Bowl in 
Southampton.

Kent will take on the 2014 Divi-
sion Two champions over two days - 
April 7 and 8. 

It will give Rob Key’s men a chance 
to gel ahead of a season where fans are 
growing increasingly impatient for 
promotion out of the lower division. 

A number of the key squad spent 
their winter abroad, getting match 
practice in the likes of Australia and 
South Africa.

Meanwhile, for the likes of spinner 
James Tredwell, he continues to be 
part of the England Cricket World 
Cup squad...although has yet to ac-
tually get a game. 

Having been beaten comfortably 

by 196 runs in their first clash last 
season, Kent somehow managed to 
draw the second match despite forc-

ing Hampshire to follow on.
Two centuries from Daniel Bell-

Drummond and Sam Northeast 
were complemented by 92 from Sam 
Billings in a solid first innings which 
left Hampshire chasing 507 runs.

Hampshire were then skittled out 
cheaply, and forced into bat again as 
Kent looked to assert their authority. 
But Hampshire clung on to share the 
points.

Just days after the Hampshire 
game takes place, Kent’s first team 
will take on Loughborough MCCU in 
a three day friendly at the St Law-
rence on Sunday, April 12.

The second XI will also get the op-
portunity to sharpen their skills 
when they, alongside Northampton-
shire, take on Warwickshire in a 
friendly at The County Ground, 
Beckenham on April 15. 

THE race to secure the Ryman Pre-
mier League title and automatic pro-
motion is heating up for Maidstone 
United and Margate.

The two sides, both of whom were 
buoyed by successful and lucrative  
FA Cup runs this season, went into 
the weekend sat in the top two pro-
motion slots and eyeing a rise into the 
Conference South.

And with a handful of games in 
hand, due to those cup heroics, the 
smart money would be on a Kent one-
two rising up the non-league ranks.

However, with such an advantage 
comes an inevitable rush of games 
which could stretch the two squads.

After travelling to face Kingstoni-
an on Saturday, Margate barely have 
time to catch their breath before they 
go on their travels again on Monday - 
just two days later - to face Billericay.

But the real crunch fixture, and 
which could prove a promotion six-
pointer, will be when the two local 
sides meet at Maidstone’s Gallagher 
Stadium for what must surely be one 
of the most anticipated games of the 
season, on March 28.

Maidstone have hit a dry spell re-
cently, struggling to put in a good 
performance while Margate have 
been on fire since the start of the year, 
winning won four of their last five 
games. 

Adding to the strong performance, 
Gate have also been eager to pick up 
new players to bolster the squad.

On Friday, the team inked a new 
deal for Ryan James who joins from 
Ryman Premier League side Metro-

politan Police.
The 25-year-old has joined Terry 

Brown’s side on a deal that will see 
him continue with the Blues until the 
end of the season.

The midfielder has enjoyed a suc-
cessful season so far, bagging a total 
of 10 goals.

 James says that he can’t wait to get 
his new team closing in on the title.

He said: “We have 14 crucial games 
left and it is really exciting to be a part 
of this Margate team. I can’t wait to 
get started.

“I can score goals as that is part of 
the way I play, but I am just looking to 
come here and do my best and hope-
fully win the league.”

It was not all good news though. 
Midfielder Charlie Allen was this 
week ruled out for the rest of the sea-
son after picking up an injury.

Allen was a valuable asset to the 
team, scoring 13 goals this season.

Race to the finish 
line is hotting up

Edinburgh glee as Gills 
find competitive spirit 
GILLINGHAM manager Justin Edinburgh 
has talked about how much he has been 
enjoying working with the team since he 
was signed at the beginning of February.

The Gills boss says the players in the 
squad have been willing to work hard for 
him, and have embraced his style of 
training, saying the team was ‘a joy to be a 
part of’.

He said: “The players are thoroughly 
enjoying the training plan at the moment.

“The team have all been superb. I’ve 
had to rein them in a bit if anything 
because they don’t want to come off the 
training ground.”

Edinburgh said that he is working hard 
to get the players to channel their 
competitive energy into games as well.

He said: “What I asked of them is to 
train and play in the same way, and that’s 
bringing competition to training. That’s 
the way I like it, and the team are enjoying 
it.”

Edinburgh said the recent good run 
had left the squad full of confidence. 
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INJURED: Evans will miss out on a place at the championships

SPITFIRE: Kent is gearing up for 
the start of the season with friendlies

Maidstone and Margate in chase for championship glory
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EDINBURGH: Chuffed with 
the team’s performance

DERBY: Margate are 
vying with the Stones for  
a championship win, and 
county bragging rights
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